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.If'llL/AM  MJLNOR  ROBERTS, 
>XtU/£  ENGINEER,    '  * 


Tills  eminent  engineer, -having  liecit  in- 
vited by  the  Government  oi'  Umzil  to  lake 
charge  of  the  improvement  of  the  rivers  of 
that  country,  sailed  on  'Saturday,  Jaiv4," 
.with  his  family,  for  Rio,  to  assume  '  ilio  d«- 

ticsofm'simportantoffiee.  \      .'.  r{ 

■.r  His  recent  election  to  the  presidency  of  thfe 
AmericanSofcletypfCivil  Engineers,  together 
with  his  departure  for  it  prolonged  absence- 
has  seemed  to  JiSi«9'oireringa,fittingJort«>r- 
t unity  for  presenting  the  readers  of  Enghiee- 
rbig  News  with  a  brief  sketch  of.  a  long  and 
eminently  successful  professional  career -^a 
■career  which  embraces  the  history  of  the  pu- 
blic (works  of  this  country,  and  which  has 
been  personally  connected  with  the  inception 
and  execution  of  many  of  the  mostlmportant 
"  of  them.  •'  ■;.'■'■•■ 

W.  M.  Roberta;  of  Quaker  descent,  was 
'born  in  the  city,  of  Philadelphia,  Feb:  r,3, 
1840.  He  received  his  education  in  fhe  best 
private  schools  of  that  city,  completing  two 
.mathematical  terms  tinder  the  eminent  math- 
ematician, Joseph  Roberts.  He  was  taught 
architectural  drawing  (in  the  first  school  estate 
lished  by  the.  Franklin  Institute),  by  John 
Haviland,  the  distinguished  architect.  During 
the  first  years  of  his  engineering  life,  he  at- 
tended French  and  mathematical  schools  dur 
•  ring  the  winter  months,  paylrifMherefor  out 
ot  his  moderate  summer  earnings.  It  was 
owing  lo  his  aptitude  for  figures  and  inves- 
tigation "that  his  fathers's  friend,  Samuel 
Mifflin;  then  President  of  the  Union  Canal 
Company  of  Pennsylvania,  urged  his  selection 
of  the  engineering  profession  when  in  his 
sixteenth  year.  He  received  his  first  appoint- 
ment from  Canvass  White,  the  celebrated 
canal  <jnginccr,  in  the  spring  of  182.5,  fls' a 
chainman,  on  the  Union  canal,  in  the  party 
of  which  Mr.  Sylvester  Welch  was  the  head. 
Atthe  age, of  eightcejvb*  was,  m#mnts<iJK 
Mr,  \VT5ite  to  the  charge  of  the  most  difficult 
division  of  the  Lehigh  canal,  extending  from 
Mauch  Chunk  down,  sixteen  miles.  In  1829 
his  description  of  the  Lehigh  canal  wns  pub- . 
lishedin  " Hazard's  Register.  "  * 

We  learn  from  Mr.  Rol>erls  that,  in  thfr 
early  days  of  engineering  in  the  United  States, 
assistant  engineers  in  charge,  of  ^divisions 
were  obliged  to  do  all  the  draughting  for  their 
respective  divisions  (at  night,  and  duringrainy 
days),  lay  out  and  superintend  all  the  works, 
and  survey  and  map  the  lines  themselves,  the 
luxury  of  office  draughtsmen  being  very  spar- 
ingly allowed  for  some  years.  Railroad  en- 
gineering began,  in  a,  crude  way,  in  the 
United  States  in  1826,  at  the  Quincy  Granite 
Quarry^  It  was  at  first  a  tramway,  of  three  or 
four  miles  in  length  for  the  transportation  of 
stone  from  the  quarry  to  the  water.  The  first 
regular  railroad  of  consequence  in  the  United 
States  was  the  Mauch  Chunk  gravity  road, 
nine  miles  in  length,  between  the  summit  of 
Broad  Top  mountain  and  the  head  of  the 
inclined  plane  at  Mauch  Chunk,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  anthracite  coal  and  passengers; 
The  first  passenger  car  in  the  United  States 
was  put  upon  the  Mauch  Chunk  railroad, 
in  the  early  summer  of  1827,  and  Mr.  Rob- 
erts was  one  of  the  passengers  on  its  first  trip 
down  the  road.  So  that  he  saw  the  inception 
of  the  railroad  system  of  our  country  in  his 
youth,  and  he  has  grown  with  its  growth.  In 
1835-36  he  planned  and  built  the  first  com- 
bined railroad  and  common  road  bridge, 
with  the  railroad  on  top,  and  the  wagon  road- 
way below.  Itcrossedthe  Susquehanna  river 
^1  Harrisburg.  Some  years  afterward  the  su- 
perstructure was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  a- 
third  superstructure,  which  is  still  in  vise,  was 
-built  upon  the  same  piers,-' 

In  1830,  Mr.  Roberts  was  appointed 
Resident  Engineer  hi  charge  of  the  Union 
Railroad  road  and  Union  Canal  feeder, 
Pennsylvania ;  in  1831,  '32,  '33,  and  '34,  he 
Was  Senior,  principal  assistant  engineer  oh 
the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  having  also 
charge  of  repairs  (after  the  great  flood  of  1832) 
of  the  Western  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  canal  —  from  Johnstown  to  Pittsburgh, 
and  the-  funning  and  management  of  the  in- 
clined planes.  In  1833,  at  the  age  of  26,  he 
received  his  first  appointment  as  a  chief  enj' 
gineer,  being  called  to  fill  that  position  on 
the  Harrisburg  &M/tn<a*«f$flK*<!l'fci\ 


which  he  was  obliged  to  .decline  the  same 
oflTce  on  the_Upper  Lehigli  Navigation  ;  du- 
ring the  same  year  he  accepted; ,  the  chief 
engineeishipof  the  Cumberland  Valley  Rail- 
toad,  which  lie  held  during  1836  and  n  part 
of  J837,  being  also  employed  in  1836  to 
make  asurvey.and  rcporton  the  Harrisbutg 
'water-power  and  water-works.  -" . : 

Since  then  he  has  rilled  the  office  of  Chief 
Engineer  ol  the  following  works  :  Ins  1837, 
'■'38,,  '39,  '40  and  '4 1,  of  the  Improvement  of 
t.he.  Monongahcla '  river  ;  the  construction 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  canal ;  the  Erie 
-e«i^l,-,and-MheTimprov(}rt!pltt--of''thev01iti) 
river  to  Lake  Erie  ;'  in  1841-42,  he  was  a 
contractor  oh  the,  Welland  canal  enlarge- 
ment; in  1843-44  he  was  Chief  Engineei  fel- 
ine Erie  Canal  Company;  in  1845-46-47,  he 
was  Chief  Engineer  and  Agent  for  Trustees 
of  the  Sandy  and  Beaver  Canal  Company  of 
Qhio ;  in  1847,  he  declined  (he  Chief  En- 
gineership of  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  rail- 
road ;  in  1848,  he  was  appointed  byname 
by  tlie  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  make 
a  survey  to  avoid  if  possible  the  Philadelphia 
Schuylkill  Inclined  Plane ;  in  1849,  he  de- 
clined the  appointment  of-Chicf  Engineer  for 
the  first  proposed  South  America  railroad  to 
take  that  of  the  Bellefontaine  '&  Indiana 
railroad  of  Ohio,  which  office  he  held  till 
1851,  during  which  year'hc  also.actcd  as 
Consulting  Engineer  for  the  Pittsburgh  & 
Steubenville  railroad;  in  1852-53-54,  he 
was  Chief  "Engineer  or  the  Allegheny  Valley 
railroad ;  ConsultingEhgineer  for  the  Atlan- 
tic &  .Mississippi  railroad  ;  Contractor  for 
the  whole  of  the  Iron  Mountain  railrod  of 
Missouri*;  and  Chairman  of  a  .commission  of 
three  appointed  by  the  Pennsylvania  legis- 
lature,,to  examine  anrj  report  upon  routes, 
etc,  for  avoiding  the  old  Allegheny  Portage 
Railroad  inclined  planes,  and  was  in  1853 
obliged  to  decline  the  Chief  Engineership  of 
the  Virginia  Central  railroad  on  account  of 
his  other  engagements.  In  1855-56-57,  Mr. 
Roberts  was  contractor  .for  .the,„ejiti.rg  .Ke'a- 
kuk,  Des  Moines  &  Minnesota  railroad, 
Consulting  Engineer  for  the  Pittsburgh  & 
Erie  and  Terrc  Haute,  Vandalia  &  St.  Louis 
railroads,  and  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Keokuk, 
"Mt.  Pleasant  lOfiiscaline  railroad. 

In  December,  1857,  'Mr/Roberts  sailed 
tor  BraziLto  examine  .the  route  of  the  Dom 
Pedro  Segundo  railroad,  >with  a  view  to 
bidding  for  its  construction,  In  1858,  as 
senior  partner  of  an  American  firm  of  con- 
tractors, he  returned  to  the  United  States  and 
concluded  the  formal  contract  to  build  the 
said  road  with  the  Brazilian  Minister,  Senhor 
Carvalho  de  Borges;  returning  to  Brazil  in 
the  following  year,  he  took  active  charge  of 
the  construction  of  the  above  railway,  ,and 
remained  to  the  completion  of  the  contract 
in  1864.  During  1864-65,  he  devoted  some, 
time  to  the  examination  of  other  railroads  in 
Brazil,  visiting  also  for  examination  of  its 
public  improvments,  especially  railroads, 
Uruguay  and  the  Argentine  Confederation, 
and  returning  in.the  fall  of  1864  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  after  an  absence  of  about  seven 
years, 

Alter"  a  couple  of  months  of  rest  Mr.  Rob- 
erts again  took  the  field  for,  the  surveys  of 
the  Atlantic  &  Great-Western  railroad,  which 
he  completed  in  April,  1 866,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  make  examinations  and  reports 
upon  the  proposed  "Southwest  Pacific,  "  the 
' '  North  Missouri "  and  the  ' '  Iron  Mountain" 
railroads  of  Missouri,  and  of  the  Western 
Maryland  railroad.  In  the  same  year,  lie 
was  appointed  by  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secre- 
tary of  War,  U,  S.  Civil  Engineer-in -Charge 
of  the  "  Ohio  River  Improvement,"  which 
office  lie  held  till  j  870,  when  lie  resigned  to 
accept  the  Chief  Engineership  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  railroad.  In  1868  and  18695  he 
filled  the  position  of  Associate  Chief  -Engi- 
neer of  the  great, St.  Louis  Bridge,  which  he 
resigned  also  in  1870  for  the  same  reason 
as  above  given.  The  Chief  Engineership  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  railroad  Mr.  Roberts 
has  hetd  to  his  departure  for  Brazil  and  still 
holds,  and  as  late  as  the  present  season  con- 
ducted in  person  special  surveys  of  the  Cas- 
cade Mountains,  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  for  the 
company,  and  up  lo  the  day  of  leaving,  was 
constantly  in  attendance  at^the  office^of  the 
company  to  assist  in  letting  the  recent  ton- 
tract  for  build jng  loo  mileS  of  road  west  of 
Bismarck,  an  in  arranging  other  business -of 


the  company  priorjo  his  leaving,  the  country 
for  his  long  absence.  ■   ■-   ■ 

While  acting  as  Chief  Eiiginect  for  the. 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Ciimpany,  Mr. 
Roberts  in  1873,  examined;  and  reported 
upon  the  Marquette  <fc  Mackinaw  railroad  in 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  ^avKLalso  upon' 
the  Minneapolis  A-  Sf.  Loufa  railroad;  in 
1874,  he  made  a  report  upon  ihe'NeW;  Pitts- 
burgh water-works,  and  iii  1375,'he  was  one 
of  a  commission  to  examine  aikl  report  upon 
the  Philadelphia  water  supslv.  In  1874, 
also,  he  was  appointed  by  tire  President  of 
the  United  States  one  of  the  fom  minion  of 
Military  and  Civil  Engineer,  (o  examine  and 
report  upon  the  best  plan  lor' improving  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Rivfjjr,  .and  for  this 
purpose  he  visited  Europe  jvitl^thc  com- 
mission, and  after  visiting  tlfe  delta  of  the 
Mississippi  on  his  return,  repffrterlto  the  Sec- 
retary or  War.  In  1876,  as  vice-President  or 
the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  he 
devoted  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  in 
the  interests  of  the  professional, the  Centen- 
nial Exhibition  at  Philadelphia^  in'  1877,  he 
located  the  Nictaux  &  Atlaj  tic"  railroad  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  upon  his  return- from  Ore- 
gon, only  a  few  months  ag<|  'he,  accepted 
the  invitation  of  the  Brazilian  Government 
to  take  charge  of  the  water-i&ys  of  the  Em- 
pire^ at  a  salary  of  $20,000  par  year,  for  three 
years,'  upon  the  duties  of  whjch  office  he  has 
already -dftteied.  At  the  receut^nual  meet- 
ing of  the  American  SocietyW^vil  Engi- 
neers,-.,!-!! this  city,  Mr.  Robifrfs^lijas  elected 
President,  and  in  leaving  the  i  rtitfcd  States  for 
a  temporary  (as  we  trust)  abs|iei«a  foreign 
couiftry,  he  carries  with  h|i^iie  highest 
honors  that  are. obtainable  inj.  his  profession 
in  this  country.  Mr.  Roberts fha1i$fow,  after 
a  very  busy  life,  attained  almost  tb  the  ex- 
treme age  allotted  to  man,  yet,  as  his  associa- 
tes and  friends,  who  meet  lijin  in  the  daily 
routine  of  business,  or  as  tlie,rulmg  spirit  of 
society  meetings  and  excursions  can  abun- 
dantly testify,  his  step  is  stiH-of  the  firmest, 
Sna'"Sl^nis  lSCTmieS~ttte  clearest,  so  that, 
unless  some  unforeseen  accident  befall  him, 
Mr,  Roberts  has  still  the  promise  of  many 
years  of  active  labor  in  the  highest  fields  of 
his  profession  before  him. 

Wis  have  thus  briefly  sketched,  from  such 
information  as  we  could  obtain,  the  profes- 
sional life  of  one  of  America's  most  talented 
civil  engineers.  We  have  no  doubt,  that  in 
those  busy  years,  a  multitude  ofotlier  engage- 
ments have  been  filled—  how  carefully,  ably 
and  thoroughly,  all  the  important  trusts  com- 
mitted to  his  care  have  been  discharged,  is 
attested  by  the  latest  honors  that  have  been 
added  to  his  well-earned  laurels. 

We  join  with  the  thousands  of  others  of 
the  admirers,  of  the.  successful  engineer  in 
wishing  him  and  his  family  a  safe  voyage, 
and  a  successTul  completion  of  the  important 
enterprise  which  has  been  committed  10  his 
care., : 

THE  BANCO NACIONAL  FAILURE 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  1st  instant 
for  further  inquiry  into  the  causes  that 
led  to  the  bankruptcy  of  the  "Banco  Na- 
tional" for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a 
final  decision  as  to  whether  the  failure 
resulted  merely  from  natural  causes,  or 
whether  it  should  be  attributed  to  fraud 
or  culpable  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
managers  and  directors,  Counselor  Araripe, 
after  a  few  introductory  remarks  proceeded 
to  lay-  before  the'  meeting  the  tallowing 
statement  of  the. bank's  operations  which 
led  to  ita  bankruptcy  being  declared  on 
June  -,%i.\%-ti.''-  /  ■ 
.  In*  order,  to  piace  the  stale  of  the  legal 
process  clearly'beforc  the  meeting  His  Excel- 
lency indicated  the  causes  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads : ' 
'  isf.  The   phases  of  the   case. 

3nd.  The  facls  which  require  qiulifica- 
tton. 

'  31'tti  Whether  the  managers  were  culpably 
negligent. 
,4th.  Who.were  the  managers  of  the  bank. 

Regarding  the  phases  of  the  case  His 
Excellency  said  the  failure  of  the  bank 
was  occasioned  by  the  petition  of  one  of 
the  creditors  on  June  6th,  1878,  and  by 
another  oh  the  following  day,  leading  to 
the  declaration  of  bankruptcy  issued  by  the 
managers  on  the  7th,  of  Tiiesame  month, 


The  declaration  in  question  bears  the  signa- 
tures of, the  directors  or  managers,  Thcm- 
istocles  Petrocochino ',  and  Joito  Ferrejra 
dc  Abreu; — fhe  president  of' the  board. 
Counsellor  CansansSo'de  Siniinbii,  having 
retired    from'  the    directory    on    "Jamuvry 

5th,  1878.    ...      .; 

yis  Excellency  called  to  mind  thnt  .mi 
Mayvi3,  1876,  (he  managers  of  the  bank  pe- 
titioned and  obtained  a  moralorh  (extension 
of  tjmc  for  closing  up  affairs),  the  terms 
of  which  not  having  been  fulfilled  gave 
rise  to  the  declaration  of  km  km  pic  v  above 
mentioned—the'  petition  being  signed  by 
Joilo  Lins  Vicira  Caiismcilo  ilcvSintiyibii, 
Themistocles  Petrocochino,  ami  Manod 
Teixeim  do  Wile.  -  "";-,. 
.  As  to  whai  'facts  led  '.to.-  [lie  qualifi- 
cation of  bankruptcy  His  Excellency  said, 
(\)  that  the  bank  on  March  7U1.,'  1875, 
(occasion  of  the  moratoria)  was  possessor 
of  bonds  valued  at  1,061,440^000,  and  held 
as  securities  against  advances,  government 
bonds  and  shares  of  various  compjnies 
amounting  to  Rs.  10, 153,0005000  as  shown 
in  the  statement  of  auditors  and  in  the 
balance  sheet  attached  to  the  vioraforfa. 

At  the  time  "of  the  declaration  'of 
bankruptcy  "June  71b,  1878,  the  bank 
possessed  in  shares  of  other  bafil&  '  and 
companies  Rs.  1,260, 3(10^000  ami  held  as 
■security  for  advances -about  3,00,0000.^000 
also  in  shares  of  various  banks  and" com- 
panies as  shown  in  their  balance  sheet. 

From  this  is  manifest  the  large  transac- 
tions effected  by  the  bank  on  the  basis  of 
public  and  private  securities  amounting  to 
thousands  of  contos  of  rcis  while  its  real- 
ized capital  was  only  Rs.  2, 996,100^000, 
as  was  seeaftom  the  balance  sheets,  al- 
though the  nominal  capital  was  10,000,- 
ooojiooo,  of  which  only  the  sum  above 
aboc  mentioned  had  been  paid  in, 

From  the  declarations  made  at  different 
periods  by  the  dirrctors  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  shares  of  the  various  companies  dealt 
in  and  held  by  the  bank  suffered  a  deprecia- 
tion of  more  than  50  per  cenl.  of  their  nominal 
value,  the  greater  part  being,  at  the  same 
time,  unsalable  and  valueless  as  realizable 
security.  From  this  resulted  such  losses  and 
embarrassments  to  the  bank  as  precluded 
them  from  meeting  their  obligations. 

The  bank  having  entered  into  liquidation 
during  the  monihiia-  suflere'd  a  loss  of  more 
than  Rs.  36,000^000  on  realizing  the  bonds 
held  by  them,  and  on  realizing  the  securities 
(shares  ot  various  companies)  deposited  as 
guarantees  by  six  of  the  bank's  debtors,  the 
hank  suffered  a  further  loss  of  Us.  1,208.963$ 
as-shewn  by  their  Iniancc  sheets,  statements  of 
profit  and  loss,  and  by  various  documents  of 
the  case.  These  heavy  losses,  of  themselves, 
absorbed  nearly  half  the  realized  capital  of 
the  bank,  without  taking  into  consideration 
the  further  losses  due  lo  the  depreciation  of 
shares  belonging  to  the  hank  or  held  as 
securities. 

The  liscal  auditors  expresslv  stale  in  their 
report  that  the  '■Banco  National"  lent  large 
sums  to  private  parlies,  on  stock  securities, 
and,  deposits  having  ceased,  being  obliged 
to  realize  on  those  securities,  was  forced  to 
suspend  payments  and  ask  for  the  morhforia. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  same 
causes  occasioned  the  petitions  for  moratoria, 
and  for  bankruptcy,  id  csi  losses  arising  from 
negotiations  in  bank  and  oilier  slocks. 

(B)  The  indebtedness  of  the  bank — more 
than  2i,oop,oeo$  according  to  the  last  bal- 
ance-sheet Dec,  31st.,  1878.  was  more  than 
the  double  of  the  capital  whether  realized 
(2,996,100$)  or  nominal  (10, 000,000s). 

{("■)  The  bank  ,?f/rr  entering  into  liquida-  I 
tion  received  from  some  of  iiv  creditors  the 
bank's  own  bills,  or  acce] nances,  oiwiuit-  l 
ilig  (bus  a  class  of  special  credit- us  who  '■ 
were  thus  paid  in  full  (as  shewn  hv  die  va- 
rious accounts  closed  by  this  method)  while 
the  remaining  creditors  of  the  bank,  who 
were  not  at  the  same  time  debtors  to  the 
bank  or  who  did  not  buy  the  bank's  accep- 
tances (  already  greatly  depreciated  )  with 
which  to  meet  their  liabilities  lo  the  kink, 
will  receive  only  the  amount  determined  bv 
ihc  final  liquidation.  Thus  a  debtor  to  the 
bank  in  one  account  being  at  the  same  lime 
a  creditor  in  another  account,  could  pay 
Rs.  io,oooSooo,  for  instance,  to  the  bank 
in  its  own  acceptances  purchased  in  the  mar- 
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less  than  half  that 
redilororthebank 
if  not  succeeded  in 
mi,  would  finally  1 
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without  taking  into  const 
teresf,  etc. 

'For  Ihc  further  enligl.il- 
buna!  His  Excellency  la 
following  list  of  the  so-i 
iters,    or  a;-<teres-t(r<Y<l<v. 


i  mount--  while  avi- 

ofRs.  10,00ny,-o 
making  the  same 
ceiveat  most-ono 

it   the  liquidation. 

ieration  loss  fifia- 

nment  ofibe  Tri  ■ 
.1  before  them  die 
:.illed  special   ned- 


UizA,  Tassara  de  Pa 
Antonio  Ferreira  Bull 


M.i. 


.1  !!■-■ 


s  Perc 


CoelhoAIni 
Jose  Goncalv 

Jos6  Xavicr  Ferreim 

Lam  'I'wpPtr 

Jeronymn  Moreiry 

F.  H.  dross 

Bernardo  Catmarv 

C.  D'.Onlan...    

TheodoroL,  Ferreira 

Ataliba  Gomensovo 

Santos  iiastos  &  Irma"...  . 

Fduardu  Tavares. ...... 

Joaquim  Rocha  Leao, . .  . 
Antonio  Jose  da  Silva.  -  -  - 
Halthazar  de  Carvalho.  ... 

Kduardo  Braga 

Joaquim  Pereira  de  Faria. 
Joaquim  Ribeiro  fJomcs. 

Domingos  Moitinho 

Vianna  Drummond 

Temistocles  Petrocochino . 

Miranda  Azevedo  &  (.' 

Dr.  Sauza  Oarvalho  ..-*... 

Calogems  '-&  Irmao 

Antonio  Joaquim  Coellio. 
Comp.  F.  C.  ilc  Porto-Ali 

Suva  Caminha 

Gustavo  Joppert 

Mel  1 6  Barreto: 

Coiilpanhia  Architectonic. 
Coinpanhia  de.S.  Paulo... 


fi 

OJjOOO 

Zl 

^  S'i.jO 

]0 

tWiSooo 

30 

if 

t  $003 

22 

1 

7  $000 

12 

of 

9S000 

-  ■  *      tl-Tii^-'0 

7-739-Soco 
...  10,402.^000 
...  1  [,0705000 
.  - .     50, 2035,000 

5,636^000'. 
.. .   121,635^000 

-  - .     58, 09 1$000 
...  io8,257$ooo 

-  .  *         (<,  4OO$00O 

.. .    43,090,^000 

. . .     52.080.^000 

1,400SOOO-  _ 

■grc    pz,  989^000  ' 

8,697^1006 

...        yj,  Sjg^OOO 

...   _n,494!jooo 

-  ,i!-3,38oSooo 
•-*    3,>-3[7i>0oc 


1,244,000^,  to  die  prejudice  of  those  cred- 
itors who  were  not  at  the  same  time  debtors. 

(D)  In  the  various  balance,  .sheets  ilm 
served  as  a  base  (br-,thc  1/1,  ratoria,  and  aiit-r- 
warcis  in  those  presented  in  the  course  of  the 
liquidation,  the  securities  held  by  the  bank 
were  entered  at  their  nominal  value. 

In  the  balance  sheets  of  the  liquidation 
the  bank  presents  ;iv,iil:i!ile  assets  lo  il,.- 
a-nount  of  18,015,075s  and  investment-; 
to  an  equal  amount,  1ml  in  reality  il  h  seen 
that  7,003,900s  were  lacking  to  complete  die 
capita]  siod;. 

It  is  also  seen  that,  calculating  ihc  depre- 
ciation of  the  securities  held  by  the  bank  at 
50  "()  only,  there  was  ,1  depreciation  MJ'morc 
Lhiin  2,000.000s  from  the  nominal  value 
which  added  to  die  7,0:,  1.1,00$  gives  a  depre- 
ciation of  more  than  tj,  000,000$  at  the  time 
of  failure  so  thai,  instead  of  more  than 
18,000.000*  of  available  assets,  there  wa-,  in 
realin  less  than  •.). 000,000$  not  inciudini; 
bad  debts  and  the  depreciation  of  oilier  val- 
ues. Thus  the  balances  of  the  bank  pre- 
sented the  institution  as  solvent  when  in  real- 
ity it  was  not,  and  depositors  confiding  in  de- 
values given  in  the  balanev  sheets  continue) 
to  make  their  deposits. 

The  following  arc  the  quotations  of  various 
stocks  on  the  30th.  of  September,  187^  : 
Coinpanhia  Hra^ileira  'k-  \rave- 

gac;lo n^soco 

Coinpanhia  P.uilisia  (iu,t quoted)  -, 

Tran  sporics     M'.iritin^K     (not 


Cams  V,  Niiberoti 


U 


.  I', 


.Vb-rens., 

Cams   I-',  s,  Paulo  (not  qi,  >ted) 

Carris   1-',  do  Mamnh.lo 3 

Carris  I-',   de  Pernambuco   (not 

qii'-ieil) 

C-inipaniiia  Macahe  eCanrxK..  4; 

Brazil  Industrial '. . . . 

Cimpaiihia  Ardiilectonici  (not 

f'^H 

Docasde  Pedro  II , 

Iknco  do  Brazil. 202 

Banco  Predial 1 .- ; 

Baiique     Bresilienne-  I'rancaise 

fnot  quoted). 


1 


Y 


v, 


X',AV 


'■J".         :< 


-.<"t  >'V':"-  lESSu 


*■ 


THE  RIO  NEWS 


His  Excellency  then  proceeded  to  ex* 
plain  the  nature  of  criminal  responsibility  as 
bearing  more  directly  upon  the  subject  under 
discussion,  itiist  that  of  the  responsibility  of 
managers  or  directors  of  joint  stock  com- 
panies, and  then  observed  that  the  board  of  di- 
rectors  of  the  "Bunco  National'1  commenced 
their  operations  on  February  15  th.,  1872,  the 
directors  at  that  lime  being  Visconde  de 
Prados,  Tliemistodcs.Pelrocochino  and  Ma- 
noel  Teixeira  do  "Valle.  On  October  13th. 
j  87-1 ,  the  .Visconde  dePrados  retired  from 
the  board.  Counselor  Cansansfto  de  Si- 
nimbi!  was  elected  to  the  presidency  of 
the  board  on  February  iSth.,  1876,  on  the 
retiring  of  Mano.d  Tcixeira  do  Valle.  Joao 
Xeixeim  de  Abrcti  was  elected  to  the  vacant 
saat  at  the  -board.  Also  that  Agostinho 
Maria  Corrfade  Sa,  having  been  elected  on 
March  ioth,,  1879,  in  substitution  of'Them- 

•  istocles  Petrooxliino,  tendered  his  resig- 
nation on  the  14th  of  June  following  without 
however  having  actually  taken  part  in  the1 
management  of  thelwnk,  upon  which' Them; 
istocles  Petrococbino  was  re-elected  three- 
in:;.  Also  that  on  January  51I1.,  1S78.  Conn- 
K  !*■!■  CansansUfl  de  Smimbi'i  retired  from 
ih.  presidency  of  the  board,  the  management 
ul  tlit'  bank;  devolving  from  that  dale  upon 
the  1  v.- ■  ■  remain' ng  directors,  Themistocles 
I'etrnnxl.ino  and  Joao  Tcixeim  de  Abreu. 
llii  Kvollency  in  concluding  his  report 
nil  1  exji  nation iOh'llcpvtl  proc<:s*_IO_lllis 

"  ■"])(). in,  -.TTTm i tted  lliem  10  the  appreciation  ol 
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BA.\CO  NACIONAL  PAILURM, 
Commute  of  the  .ft  est. 
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the  c.isc  of  the  '"'  Banco 
the  pari  which  Counsel- 
in  its  administration,  the 
■f  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the 
;ed  as  follows. 

[■.dependent)  says: 

T'rday  judgment  was  ren- 
nal  of  the  Reform  which 
.  startled  public  opinion. 
I  the  name  of  a  minister 
tad  been  a  long  lime  un- 


pa 


mil  cm- 


tinM  government  will  be  no  longcryjossibte 
and  men  can  no  longer  be  found  to  accept 
positions'  which  from  their  very  nature  attract 
such  painful  aggressions.  ';."  $j 

France  has  just  given  a  grand  example 
of  political  common  sense  in  not  instituting 
proceedings  against  the  cabinet  of  May  16. 
It  is  taue  that  the  case  in  question  was 
the  greatest  of  political  crimes,  but  for  this 
very  reason' its  importance  was  much  greater. 
France  ran  the  greatest  risk  or  failing  again 
into  thg,  regime  of  a  reactionary  govern- 
ment 'Which,  retarding  the  'realization  of  her 
aspiration's,  would  most  probably  have  plun- 
ged her  again  into  revolution. 

France  comprehended  that  she  needed 
above  all  things  to  proceed  in  her  internal  re- 
forms, in  the  plan  of  her  immense  material 
improvements,  and  that  she  should  not  allow 
.herself  to  be  turned  aside  from  the  grand 
work  of  national  restoration  to  satisfy  petty 
passions  or  even  to-, punish  crimes  which, 
however  grave  they  may  have  been  are  always 
small  indeed  in  comparison  with  the  most 
important  interests  of  a  great  people. 

It  is  not  wiih  miserable  chicaner)',  with 
individual  retaliations  originating  man)- times 
in.  disappointed,  petty  ambitions;  that  we 
shall  succeed  in  reorganizing  this  country,  of 
whose  bad  condition  we  all  complain. 

He  who  is  sincere  in  die  desire  of  pro- 
moting the  public  good  instead  of  putting 
embarrassments  in  the  way  of  the  adminis- 
UalTo^rsTfould  remove  them. 

The  more  sincerely  we  abstain  from  creat- 
ing embarrassments  or  discrediting  the  ad- 
ministration, the  more  strictly  we''  may  call 
it  to  account  for  its  use  of  the  power  entrust- 
ed to  it. 


The  Cazcitti  (if  Nothids  (independent) 
says,  in  effect  : 

We  have  110  express  law  determining  the 
responsibility  of  the  managers  of  joint  stock 
companies,  They  should,  therefore,  be  con- 
sidered as  agents  qf  the  slock  holders  who 
from  year  Lo  .year  assume  the  responsibility 
of  their  acts,  in  approving  their  accounts  and 
in,  almost  always,  praising  their  services. 

The  fiscal  committees -of  such  com'    ■;■. 
in  general   composed  of  intiw11     '  .-.a}- 
the  managers,  have  n"  .,;.■'  •■  ,■„. 
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is  a  t line-honored  custom  among 
makers  and  newspapers  readers 
fires  }hat  die  opening  and  closing 
1  rife,  its  purposes  and  results, 
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.  Thy.  XegetteitHfa  oMtynpos  is  Congratu- 
lating the1  sugar  IhtereSk^of  that  r#»  at 
the  presence  in  the  district  of  the  "  illustrious 
and  distinguished!  engineer,  "  Mr/.Selljer, 
who  promises  to  increase,  the  production  of 
sugar  cane  without  augmenting  the  expense, 
by  the  simple  process,  of  extracting  as  much 
sap  from  the  second-growth  "suckers"  as 
trom  the  first  crop  of  cane.  ' '  Illustrious  and 
distinguished  engineers"  are  rich  in  theory 
but  poor  indeed  in  pratice,  when  they  enter 
the  field  agricultural.  Mr.  Sellier,  it  is  said, 
has  "studied"  the  cultivation  of  sugar-cane 
for  many  years  in  the  Antilles.  It  would  be 
mote  to  the  point  if  he.  had.  "worked  "a 
plantation  with  profit  and  advantage ;  if  he 
had  been  less  "  illustripus  "  and  more  of  a 
practical  hard-  handed  farmer, 

Contrary  to  the  general  .impression  the 
American  House  of  Representatives  has  re-, 
fused  to  sanction  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  Postoffice  Appropriation  bill,  granting  a 
subsidy  to  the  United  States  and  Brazil 
steamship  line,  It  was  supposed  that  the 
general  recognition  of  the  need  of  such  a  ser- 
vice would  lead  to  the' speedy  appropriation 
of  the  money  required;  but  in  this  resqec- 
Mr.  Roach  and-  liis  Tfiends  have  been  griev- 
ously disappointed.  We  understand  that  the 
Brazilian  government  will  perform  its  part  of 
the  contract  regardless  of  the  course  of  the 
American  government—  butj  -in  ^accordance 
with  a_special  clause  ol  the. Berne  postal 
ty,  it  will  collect  from  the  latter  the  extra 
s  on  postal  matter  accorded  to  it  in  such 


Among  the  amendments  to  the  estimates 
of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  as  passed  by  the  Chamber  of  De- 
puties, we  notice  that  of  the  reduction  of 
the  appropriations  for  the  National  Museum 
from'6o,ooo#  1054,000$.  It  is- wew  known 
among  intelligent    men,    especially    those 
whose  high    regard  for  the  material  interest 
and  progress  of  Brazil  is  real  rather  than  af- 
fected, that  the  original  estimates  have  been 
tiitally  inadequate  in  former  year  and  are 
e  so.now  in  view  of  the  increased 
■  "•menh  of  the  museum. 
-    ■   '  n.l  ri'oreciated 


it  we  must  respect  the  secret  of  justice. 
Nothing,  however,  impedes  our  writing  a 
Jew  words  on  the  occurrence  in  order  tc  rec- 
tify, as  far  as  may  be  possible,  impressions 
that  are  liable  to  be  unjust, 

This  propensity  for  scandal  which  scans 
lo  rejoice  even  with  the  difficulties  that  a 
fortuitous  event  may  produce  in  public  af- 
fairs is  sickening  and  much  to  be  lamented. 
The  minister  involved  in  the  case  took 
part  for  some  time  in  the  administration  of 
3  banking  establishment.  Very  possibly, 
during  his  administration,  irregularities  oc- 
curred. The  confidence  that  we  owe  to  the 
.tribunals  of  the  country  oblige  us  to  aclmi- 
tbnl  the  documents  present  the  bases  neces- 
■  sary  for  the  institution  of  a  criminal  process, 
lor  it  must  noi  be  forgotten  thai  wc  arc 
treating  hereof;:  simple  indictment. 

No  one  can,  however,  fur  a  moment  sup- 
pose that  the  character,  the  probity  ofthe 
worthy  President  ofthe  Council  can  be  even 
slightly  touched  by  such  a  proceeding. 

An  error  in  the  administration  of  .1  bank-, 
ing  establishment  may  occur;  transactions 
may  be  effected  that  escape  the  solicitude  of 
a  man  but  little  accustomed,  if  not  entirely 
a  stranger,  to  such  business  ;  the  idea  of  a 
ciiivie,  of  a  speculation  is  absolutely  inad- 
missible before  the  tribunal  of  public  opin- 
ion. Pr,  Sinimbu  has  fulfilled  a  long  ca- 
reer without  his  name  having  ever  become 
a  sport  even  amongst  his  enemies. 

Foreign  lo  political  partial  i  lie  it  is  our  duly 
to  bear  this  disinterested  and  impartial  testi- 
mony of  one  who  merited  ihe  confidance  ofthe 
chief  of  the  state  'and  of  the  country  and 
who  is  now  at  Ihe  bead  of  the  executive 
power. 

Still  farther,  the  national  pride  and  credit 
require  this. 

Despicable  indeed  must  be  the  character 
1'iat  would  attempt  to  obscure  the  reputation 
nf  men  who  represent  the  most  distinguished 
part  in  ihe  country;  and  once  that  such  a 
precedent  is  established  of  putting  the  chief 
of  the  cabinet  at  the  mercy  of  an  ordinary 
criminal  proceeding,  with  the  general  ten- 
dency to  abuse  everything,  with  the  desire  so 
general!)-  observed  in  certain  persons  to- 
make  everything  appear  mean,  in  a  short 


in  such  a  failure  as  that  of  the  "  Banco  Na- 
clonal,"  it  should  extend  to  the  fiscal  com- 
mittee that  examined  and  the  shareholders 
dial  approved  the  acts  of  the  managers. 

The  failure  of  a  joint  slock  company  can 
not  he  legally  considered  fraudulent  unless 
the  shareholders  as  well  as  their  agents  are  to 
be  held  responsible, 


The  "Reporter"  (independent)  after  briefly 
noticing  the  history  ofthe  case  says  : 

"The  memorial  contains  the  most  con- 
vincing proofs  of  the  moral  degradation  to 
which  the  most  sacred  things  of  the  country 
have  descended.  " 

"  The.  name  of  the  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  of  Foreign 
Affairs  did  not  come  out  untouched  as  was 
so  aucb  to  he  desired  for  the  good  of  our 
credit.  " 

"  During  his  administration  ofthe  "  Banco 
National "  facts  occurred  which  while  they  do 
not  render  certain  the  intentions  with  which 
he  sanctioned  them,  show  that  His  Excellency 
wits  not  sufficiently  careful  in  lending  his 
name  without  examination  to  illicit  acts. 

"  The  honor  of  this  country  is  worth  more 
than  a  caprice  and  the  noble  president  of  the 
council  bowing  to  the  facls,  should  to-day 
render  his  country  the  most  signal  service  it 
can  require  at  his  hands,  retiring  with  his 
collegues  from  positions  in  which  the  coun- 
try considers  them  to  be  without   prestige. '' 


The  Jorndl  do   Ceiiimerdo  has  nothing 
0  say  editorially  on  the  subject. 


ripe,  and  the  comments  of  the  daily  press  of 
this  city  upon  ft/  The  case  is  an  unusual 
o»e  as  it  involves  political  as  well  as  civil  in- 
terests. Though  supposed  to  have  been  tak- 
en in  secret,  it  is  well  known  that  the  judges 
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The  recent  :  rains  in  Ceard  have  given" 
renewed  hope  of  an  early  termination;,'  in 
great  part,  ofthe1  rigors  of  drouth  and  fam- 
ine. On  the  jthultinio  the  president  of  that 
province  issued  a  circular  to  the  relief  agen- 
cies calling  their  attention  to  the.great  neces- 
sity of  resuming  work,  especially'  in  the- 
plaining  of  cereals  and  legumes.  He  states, 
that  since  January,  corn,  beans  and  rice,  for 
seed,  have  been  forwarded  to  nearly  all  the 
clistricls,  and  directs  that  in  those  where  seed, 
has  not  been  received,  it  shall  lie  purchased^ 
at  a  reasonable  price  and  distributed  among 
the  poor  people,  The  cultivation  of  cotton 
is  also  recommended  and,  to  this  end,  cotton 
seeds  will  be  distributed  gratuitously. 

According  to  the  New  York  correspond- 
ent ofthe  Jomal  doCommereb,  this  City  is 
about  to  be  favered  with  a  visit  from  an 
excursion  party  of  prominent  American  mer- 
chants. The  organizing  spirit  of  the  move- 
ment is  a  Mr.  Bowen,  of  Chicago,  the  same 
gentleman  who  organized  a  similar  junket- 
ing expedition  to  the  City  of,  Mexico  a  few 
months  since.  The  excursion  will  undoub- 
tedly be  a  pleasant  one.  Calm  seas,  comfort- 
able travelling  accommodations,  a  good 
table,  a  Brazilian  winter — the  pleasanter 
part  of  our  year  —  and  an  endless  succession 
ofreceptions  and  attentions,  all  will  conspire, 
to  render  the  excursion  an  agreeable  one. 
We  have  not  learned  whether  the  voyagers 
will  remain  hem  more  than  the  week  or  tea 
days  which  the  American  steamer  spends  in 
port,  but  it'is  probable  that  they  will  be  able, 
in  that  time,  to  see  and  admire  all  the  beau- 


no  inatiuiaents  of  iron  or  steel  are  used  in 
cutting  or-iiryirig  the  fruit,  as  both  the  color 
and  taste"  are'  injured  by  contact  with  this 
metal.  Experiments  have  also  showed  that 
the  ripened  fruit  contains  seven  per  cent  of 
sugar  and  is  highly  valuable  in  the  manu- 
facture of  rum.  The  French  academician, 
Boussingault,  says  that  one  hundred  kilo- 
grammes, of  bananas  Will  make  nine  litres  of 
alcohol  or  ninety-six  degrees  proof. 

Should  these  experimental  results  prove  as 
practicable  and  successful  as  is  now  claimed 
for  them,  their  value  td  this  country  will  be  , 
inestimable,  The  banana  growa  throughouj 
the  greater  part  of  Brazil  with  little,  or  no 
care,  and  produces  abundantly.*  If  it  can  be 
made  into  a  substftute'ewninaslight  degree, 
for  the  expensive,  imported  wheaten  flour,  or 
as  a  substitute  for  the  national  JaVMta  de 
mandma  which  lacks  good  keeping  qualities 
and  is  made  by.veiy  rude  and.  troublesome 
processes,  it  will  certainly  be  productive-  of 
incalculable  benefits.  Add  ta  this  the  possi- 
bility of  its  becoming  an  article  of  export,  and 
its  full  import  to  Brazilian  industry,  if  adopt- 
ed, will,  become  apparent.  Whether  it  will 
be'Giirly  and  fully  tested  is  yet  an  open. 
question.    '  *■   .  ... 

There  is  yet  another  economic  feature 
connected  with  it  which  deserves  the  careful 
attention  of  Brazilian  planters— its  value  as  ' 
a'conseryer  of  moisture.  Boussingault  claims 
that  jt-  k|cps-=the  soil  moisf,  even  in  those"" 
countries  where  there  are  annually-recurring 
periods  of  drouth. .-  In  Venezuela  the 'coffee 
planters  are  already  utilizing  this  property  of 
the  banana  trees  by  planting  them  between 
the  rows  of  coffee  trees.  This  experiment  is 
said  to  have  produced  decidedly  beneficial 
results.  In  this  respect  the  coffee  planters  of 
.Brazil  will  do  well  to  give  the  banana'an 
early  and  thorough  trial.  Almost  every  sea- 
son some  of  the  coffee  districts  suffer  from  . 
heat  and  drouth,  and  a  preventive  so  simple 
and  so  iiiexpensive  certainly  deserves  their 
immediate  attention- 
Further  than  this,  ifit.be  true  that  jts  gen- 
eral culture,  tends  to  modify  the  effects  o 
heat  and  diouth  by  keeping  the  earth  moist 
and  fertile,  while  at  the  same  time  furnishing 
a  highly  nutritious  food,  its  immediate  dis- 
tribution and  cultivation  in  thedroutn-amict- 
ed  provinces  ofthe  North,  becemeg  a,  ques- 
tion of  vital  importance.  That  the  drouth 
.:  return  again  and  againno  one  doubts;  if 
■  ;V:  .frFiire",  esp'eciftlly^tha't'rf-thebananft-for 
\-\  ••:  uu-li  is  claimed,  will  'mitigate  its 
-^■si::  prevent  distressing  famines, 

'i^auiy; :i  ,»ng  can  not  be  made  too  soon. 
It  certainly  has  a  more  immediate  and  vital 
importance  than  the  proposed  culture  ol 
col  ton.      - .  ■  .„ 


should  _rei£tt-to "the    well-tried    principli 
which  we,  in  our  commercial  policy  since 
1865,  have  abandoned.  '■      — 


:t  training,  which  can 'best  direct  ihe.nu- 
1  development  of  kazil.  That  "lifts. 
country  sorely  needs  a  large  body  oftho- 
oughly  trained  scientific  men  is  one  of  the 
most  evident  facts  ofthe  day,  and  to  meet 
this  requiremenuhe  national  legislature  cuts- 
down  the  approptjMi&ns  and  refuses  needed 
assistance  to  wormy  scientific  institutions, 
It  can  afford  to  procure  colonists  at  an 
enormous  expense  and  locale  them  on  worth-' 
less  lands ;  it  can  allow  its  citizens  to  organ- 
ize costly  explorations  for  gold  and  coal 
mines  in  localities  where  a  trained  man 
would  determine  their  nonexistence,  in  pay- 
'ng. quantities,  in  a  moment ;  it  can  survey 
and  resurvey  land  and  water  routes  into  un- 
'hliabited  and  uninhabitable  territory  ;:3nd 

it  can  import  men  to  do  this  work.  In  an-. 
oilier  sense  this  unwise  economy  will  prove 

a  severe  blow  to  the  museum.  -  During  the 

past  yearit  has  received  the  collections    of 

the   extinct    Geological    Commission  —  a 

collection    which    in     scientific    value    is 

not  inferior -to   those  of  tha  tmstitution. 

The  ..classification  and  care  of  ihis  val- 
uable'collection  is  now  a  charge  upon  the 

few  men  now  connected  with  the  museum 

and  the  government  expects  them  to-doit 

on  a  decreased  appropriation.  If  fhii  is  to' 

be  taken  as  a  sample  of  the  appreciation 

of,  science  in  Brazil,  then  surely  M.  Jobert 

had  good  reasons  for  the  «trictures  which 

were  so  indignantly  repelled  only  a  few  ^Wi  law  af  ifrio,'wa« /enacted  in  accordant 


The  customs  policy  of  Germany,  as  out- 
lined by  the  Emperor  William  in  a  recent 
speech,  is  as  follows:  "Our  commerce  has 
a  right  to  claim  that  protection  which  lcgis- 
lalion  regarding  customs  taxes  can  afford, 
and  which  is  afforded,  perhaps  beyond  what 
is  necessary,  in  countries  with  which  we 
trade.  My  duty  is  to  preserve  a  German 
market  for  articles  of  home^nKUieti©nrWe-^m,i  scener>'  of  this  v'cinit>''  and  fr™*** 


many  new  acquaintances.  They  will  cer- 
tainly carry  back  with  them  many  pleasant 
recollections  of  theirjortnight  in' the  tropics. 


days  since. 

ECONOMIC  tisis  OF  THE 
BANANA. 
■  In  addition  to  its  already  well-known  food 
qualities,  it  has  been  recently  demonstrated 
that  the  banana  possesses  others  of  inestim- 
able value.  An  excellent  and  highly  nutri- 
tive flour  can  be  made  from  the  green  fruit, 
Which,  it  is  said,  makes  a  superior  quality  0: 
bread.  It  is  also  claimed  that  both  the  flour 
and  bread  are  specially  adapted  for  use  on 
long  sea  voyages,  as  they  preserve  their  fresh- 
ness and  are  not  liable  to  the  attacks  ol  in- 
sects. The  Horn  is  made  by  drying  and 
pulverizing  the  fruit,  gathered  Just  before 
reaching  maturity.  It  is  said  to  be  best  when 


PA-TENTS  IN  BRAZIL. 

.jXlie  following  brief  compendium  of  the 
law  and  practice  governing  the  matter  of  tak- 
ing out  privileges  of  invention  and ,  intro- 
duction, will  prove  of  interest  to  our  readers 
abroad, 

.,  Regarding  the  cost  of  talcing  out  a  privi* 
lege,  very  little  can  be  said,  II  !the  ipventer 
be  "native  and  to  the  manor  born,  "jt  is 
comparatively  moderate,  as  he  avoids  the  cost 
of  powers  of  attorney,  consul's  certificate,  rec- 
ognition of  consul's  certificate  and  signature 
by  the  State  department,  translation  of  power 
of  attorney,  specifications,  etc.  >  by  the  offi- 
cial translator,  and  is  only  called  upon  to 
pay  the  usual  revenue  stamps  and  fees  for 
transcribing— say  about  one  hundred  milreis. 
To  the  foreign  patentee  the  cost  may  be  any- 
where front  one  hundred  to  rive  hundred 
milreis,  depending  upon  the  length  of  speci- 
fication and  description,  and  fee  of  his  at- 
-'torney.  '    \\ 

The  constitution  of  Brazil,  ^  VHI.'art.  XXVI.,rec- 
ogiuVes  and  guarantees  to  inventors  the  rights  of 
property  In  inventions,  and  provides  fortheir  protec- 
tion by  law. 

of  August  *S,  '1830,  modelled  on  the  - 
with 
this  provision  of  the  constitution. 
.  By  the  law  of  1830  are  classified  as  inventions : 
1st.— ttiscovtry  of  a  new' industry,  * 

ad. —Improvement  of  a  known  industry.  - 
I.— For  the  introduction  of  foreign  industries  tlie 
Government  grants  privileged  concessions  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  legislative  power. 
.  JI.— The  leading  principle  of  tlie  law  of  1830  is  to 
the  effect  that  government  assumes  no  responsibility, 
but  grants  privileges  irrespective  of  originality,  nov- 
elty, or  utility;  consequently  previous  examination 
is  not  compulsory,  hence  the  vital  elements  of  the 
invention  or  process  may  lie  kept  secret  until  the 
expiration  of  the  privilege. 

HI.— If  however  the  inventors  present,  voluntarily, 
plans  and  specification!,  the  government  submits 
them  to  the  "  Socirdade  Auxiliadora  da  Industrie 
National,"  an  association  of  savants  incorporated  by 
the  state,  where  they  an  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee  to  report  upon. 

iy.— The  "*Socicdade  Auxiliadora  da  Ihdustrin 
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Waeional  "  is  also  consulted  by  the  Government 
regarding  privileges  of  introduction. 

V,— This  examination  simply  guarantee's  that 
the  invention  is  not  prohibited  by  the  law,  or.preju- 
dicial  to  the  constitution,  and  implies  a  certain  degree 
of  probability  that  the  invention  has"  not  been  pre- 
,viously  known  in  the  Empire'.  , 

VI.— The  Government  grants  privileges  ofiiitro- 
duttion  only  upon  being  fully  convinced  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived.    ,» 

VII.— No  privileges  of  invention,  improvement, 
of  introduction  are  conceded  without  a  consultation 
wilh-the  attorney  of  the  crown.wid  national  trea- 
sury. , . 
•  VIII.— The  tiileof  apatent  is  a  document  [Carta 
fiujvritt!)  signed  by  tlicEmperor^-and  countersigned 
by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Commerce  and  Public 
Works.  Tlie  latter  takes  cognizance  of  all  questions 
relating  to  this  sUbject.' 

IX.— The  Carta  Imperial  limits  the  term  of  the 
privilege,  and  fixe 5.  whatever  other  conditions  cir- 
cumstances may  require. 

X.  -It  is  incumbent  on  the -government  to  Svs.  a 
term  of-not  less  than  five  years,  nor  more  than 
twenty  years,  as  the  duration  of  a  privilege.  These 
limits  «re  established  by  law,' 

XL— This  patent  or  executive  decree  is  not  effec- 
tive antj^approved  by.  n..; vote:. qt  the  national  legU- 
latnre,, 

X IK —Application  for  patents  must  consist  of  the 
following  documents.  . 

1st.— Petition  to  tire  Emperor  reqiic Sing  the  grant 
of  a  patent,' staling  dearly  the  object  of  ibe  invention 
and  the  term  of  years  it  isiiitendert  to  cover.    ,--  ;■  1 

ad.— Declaration  of~the  petitioner  that  he  is  the 

inventor.  .-   ' "~  ,.  '"* 

-    ^d.— Document- pravitig  that'  the  petitioner  has 

deposited  in  the  public  archives,  models,  designs  or 

plans. and  specifications, 

XIII— Foreign  patentees  may  present  their  ap- 
plications hy  a  duly  empowered  attorney. ' 

XIV.— The  [latent  being  conceded,  the  patentee 
may  sell  or  transferal!  or  a  part  of  his  right  under 
the  laws  governing  the  sale  or  transfer  of  other 
property. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  way  of  the  appli- 
cant is  not  very  clearly  defined,  nor  are  his 
rights  very  rigidly  ■guarded.  The  clause 
making  legislative  consent  a  sine  qm  noil  is 
practically  a  bar  to  the  granting  of  any  im- 
portant privileges  of  invention,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  "  patent "  legislation,  or  "  patent " 
laws  to  enforce  judgment  against  infringers, 
makes  the  holding,  of  a  privilege  rather  a 
dubious  possession. 


COFFEE  PRODUCTION.     \ 

Messrs.. Editors  :—  It  will  doubtless  interest 
some  of  your  readers  to  learn  something  of 
the  cost  of  growing  coffee  in  this  country, 
and  having  on  three  several  occasions,  viz: 
in  1850,1860,  and  1875,  endeavored  to  in- 
form1  myself  upon -this  subject,  I  arrived  at. 
the  following  conclusions : 

In  1850,  that  to  obtain  a  return  of  6  per 
cent,  from  the  capital  employed,  required  a 
sale  price  in  this  market  of  3#8oo  per  arroba 
that  to  reach  the  same  result  in  i860  it  re- 
quired i5$fioo,  while  7$5ob  were  required  in 


plantation  is  fbuild  at  a  less  .distance  than 
one  hundred  miles  from  this  city-  '; 

Negroes  were  sold  ini826  for  two  to  three, 
hundred  inilre'is,  which  are  now  worth  two 
thousand  inilrcis. 

Again,  our  defective  currency  system— the 
volume  of  the  currency  having,  for  rqany 
years/been  greatly,  excessive— also  tends,  in 
no  small  degree,,  ta  iriiiintain  a  false  cost  to 
our  planters. 

The  estimates  I. have  presented  have  espe- 
cial reference  to  the  region  more  immedi- 
ately tributary  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

From  the  fact,  that,  owing  to  the  greater 
exuberance  of  the  soil,  the  yield  per  tree  is 
much  larger  in  the  province  of  S.  Paulo,  than 
in  the  region  previously  referred  to,  it  is 
very  probable  that  coffee  may  be  produced 
theft  somewhat  more  cheaply. 

Yours  respectfully,'  ... .  > 
Root.  Clinton  Wrigih'. 

Rio,  28th.  March,  [879.-  .'.;-■ 


These  estimates  were  based  upon  an  aver- 
age yield,  and  would  necessarily  vary  with 
the  extent  of  the  crop — diminishing  with  a 
large  crop,  and  increasing  with  a'small  one. 
An  average  .crop  may  be  considered  about 
three  -millions  of  bags,  weighing  60  kilos 
each.  ■■ 

While  in  1850  my  investigations  led  me 
to  the  conclusion  that  3^800  per  arroba  was 
necessary  to  give  theplanter  6  percent,  upon 
his  capital,  it  was  asserted  by  one  of  bur  im- 
portant planters  that  he  could  sell  coffee  jit 

■  2$ooo  per  arroba,  and  make  a  profit  of  800 
reis  per  arroba.  He  however  based  his  cal- 
culation simply  upon  the  actual  cash  outlay 
in  producing  an  tifroba  of  coffee  which  in  his 
case  was  1  $200  per  arroba,  and  he  conse- 
quently maintained  that  z$ooo  per  arroba 
gave  him  a  profit  of  860  reis.«n  each  arroba. 
He  made  no'  account  of  the  interest  on 
his  capital  and  the  yearly  diminution,  by 
death  and  old  age,  in  the  value  of  his  slave 
Property— items  which  together  with  cost  of 
transport,  commission  on  sale,  etc.,  I  found  to 
be  equivalent  to  2*600  per  arroba. 

*  Tfie  cost  of  7^500,  adding  thereto  the  duty 
of  13  per  cent.,  cost  of  bagging,  shipping 
.  expenses,  commission,  freight,  insurance  and 
the  unavoidable  charges  on  the  sale  agft 
port.of  the  United.States,;being  estimated  at 
the  par  of  exchange  here,  involves  a  sale- 
price  ofabout  18  1/2  cents,  to  cover  cost  and 
charges,  without  profit  to  the  shipper. 

Various  causes  have  combined  to  increase 
the  cost  of  growing  coffee  in  this  country, 
chief  among  them,  however,  being  the  fact 
that,  from  the  exhaustion  of  the  soil,  the 
plantations  have  receded  further  and  further 
from  the  coast ;  and  the  great  increase  in  the, 
price  of  negroes. 
,.-  When  I  came  to  this  country,  in  i826,and 
for  some  years  later,  beautiful  coffee  planta- 
tions lined  the  harbor  to  its  very  shores  ill 
many  places,  and  could  be  .seen,  in  all  direc- 
tions, around  the  city.  Now  no  important 


PLAGUE  OF  RATS  IN  BRAZIL. 
From  time  to  time  in  all  parts  of  Brazil 
the  plantations  are  subject  to  the  depreda- 
tions of  armies  of  rats  that  issue  from  the 
forests  and  consume  everything  edible  that 
comes  in  their  way.  During  a  recent,  excur- 
sion in.  .'the  province-  of  Parana  'I  found  an' 
almost  universal  lack  of  com  throughout  the 
province  due  to  such  invasion  of  rats  by  which 
almost  the  entire  crop  of  last  year  had  been 
destroyed.  This  invasion,  or  plague  as  it  is 
called,  is  said  to  occur  at  intervals  ofabout 
thirty  years  and  to  be  simultaneous  with  the 
drying  of  the  taqiiam,  or' bamboo,  whi 

where  abounds  in  the  Brazilian  forests.  The 
popular  explanation  is  that  every  cane  of 
bamboo  sprouts  with  a  grub,  the  germ  of  a 
rat,,  within  it,  and  that  when  the  bamboo 
ripens  and  dies  the  germ  becomes  a  fully  de- 
veloped rat  and  comes  out  to  prey  on,  the 
plantations.    '. 

An  educated  and  observant  Englishman, 
Mr.  Herbert  H.  Mercer,  who  has  resided  a 
number  of  years  in  the  province  and  had  an 
opportunity  of  studying  the  phenomenon, 
kindly  furnished  me  the  following  rational 
and  curious  explanation. 

The  bamboo  arrives  at  maturity,  flowers 
and  seeds  at  intervals  of  several  years  which 
doubtless  vary  with  the  different  species. 
The  period  for  the  species. most  abundant  in 
Parana  is  thirty  years.  The  process,  instead 
of  being  simultaneous  occupies  about  five 
years,  a  few  of  the  canes  going  to  seed  the. 
first  year,  an  increased  number  the  second, 
and  so  on  progressively  till  finally  the  remain- 
ing and  larger  portion  of  the  canes  seed  at 
the  same  time,  Each  cane. bears  about ^ 
peck  ofedibleseed,rescmblingrice,  which  is 
very  fat  and  nourishing  and  is  often  eaten  by 
the  Indians.  The  quantity  produced  is  enor- 
mous and  large  areas  arc  often  ^overed  to  a* 
depth  of  five  or  six  inches.  After  seeding  the 
cane  dies,  breaks  off  at  the  root  and  falls  to. 
the  ground,  the  process  of  decay  being 
hastened  by  the  borings  of  larva,  which  live- 
upon  the  bamboo  and  appear  to :  be  particu- 
larly abundant  at  seeding  time.  These  larva 
have  doubtless  given  rise  to  the  story  of  the- 
grub  developing  into  a  rat.  New  canes  spring 
up  from" the  seed  but  require  seven  or  eight 
years  to  become  fit  for  use  and  thirty  to  reach 
maturity.  During  this  time,  bamboo  splints 
which  are  extensively  used  for  mats,  baskets, 
hampers  for  pack  mules,  etc.,  become  an 
articte  of  commerce  from  one  part  of  the  prov- 
ince to  another  and  I  met  several  troops 
loaded  with  them  ascending  from  the  litoiut 
to  the  interior.  :  ' 

With  this  sudden  and  constantly  increasing 
supply  of  nourishing  food  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  the  rats  and  mice,  both  of  native  and 
imported  species,  increase  extraordinarily  in 
numbers.  The  fecundity  of  these  animals  is 
well  known  and  the  result  after  four  or  five 
years  of  an  unusual  and  constantly  im*easing 
supply  of  excellent  food  and  in  the  absence . 
of  enemies  of  equal  fecundity,  can  readily 
be  imagined.  The  last  of  the  crop  of  seed 
being  mature  and  fallen  to  the  ground,  the 
first  rain  causes  it  to  decay  in  the  space  of  a 
very  few  days.  The  rats  suddenly  deprived 
of  food  commence  to  migrate,  invading  the 
plantations  and  houses  and  consuming  every- 
thing that  does  not  happen  to  be  repugnant 
to  the  not  very  fastidious  palate  of  a  famishing 
rodent.  If  this  happens  at  the  time  of.com 
planting,  the  seed  is  consumed  as  fast  as  it 
can  be  put  into  the  ground.  Mr.  Mercer,  who 
plants  annually  about  fifty  acres  of  com, -re- 
planted six  times  last  year*  and  finally  gave 
tip  in  despair.  The  mandioca  is  dug  up;; 
thejrice  crop,  if  it  happens  to  be  newly  sown 
irf  in  seed,  is  contained, 'as  is  also  everything* 
in  the  booses  in  the,  way  of  provisions  and 
leather,  ifnotwrefifliygnirdsdin  tin  trunks. 


Mr,  Mercer  relates  the  following  of  one  of 
these  migrations  .which  rivals  the  famous 
old  stories  of  the  wicked  old  bishop  of  the 
Rhine  and  of  the  Pied.  Piper  of  Hamelin, 
and  shows  a  wonderful  instinct.  The  forests 
ofTibagy  are  separated  from  those  of  Castro' 
by  from  twelve  to  sixteen"  miles  of  open  grassy 
campo  in  whidi  there  are  no  plantations  and 
which  produce  absolutely  nothing  on  which 
a -rat  can  feed.  Through  this  campo  flows-the 
river,  Tibagy,.  a  switt  torrent  from  150  to  10b 
yards  wide,  The'  season  at  Castro  is  some- 
what later  than  at  tibagy. so  that  when  the  seed 
rotted  at  the  latter  placethere  was  still  an  abun- 
dance of  food  at  the  former.  Guided  by  some 
instinct  an  army  of 'hundreds  of  thousands  of 
rats  set  out  from  the  forests  ofTibagy  for  those 
of  Castro,  swimming'  the,  river  antl  traversing 
the  campo  which  to  them,  must  have  been  a 
perfect  Sahara.  Too  fat  to  run,  they  could 
be  killed  with  a  stick  with  thegreatest  facility 
and  the  poorer  people  took  advantage  of  this 
tact  to  provide  themselves  with  fat  for  soap- 
making,  Thousands,  unable  to  find  a  hid- 
ing place  on  .  the  campos  by  day,  died  from 
exposure  to  the  sun.  !  A  few  weeks  of  scarc- 
ity sufficed  to  reduce  the  number  to  the 
■  normal  quantity  that  Can  find  food  in  the 
forests  and  this  year  the  plantations  have  not 
suffered.  . -.      . 

"  If  we  suppose  a  region  to  be  so  situated 
thai  no  new  supplies  of  plants  or  animals 
reach  it  from  without,  except  by  some  rare 
chance,  as  is  the  case  with  some  uatur.il  li 
tory  provinces,  we -can  readily  imagine  a 
combination  of  simple  and  perfectly  natural 
circumstances  by  Which  the  ripening  of  the 
bamboo  or  any  other  food  plant  of  long  pe- 
riods of  fruiting,  might  bring  about  a  pro- 
found modificatiohin  the  flora  and  fauna  of 
aregron.  Driven  ..by  hunger,  the  nits  might 
entirely  destroy  the  seed  or  roots  of  plants  not 
usually  subject  to  their  depredations,  and  so 
exterminate' the  species.  Or  with  certain  cir- 
cumstances of  the  character  of  the  country  and 
of  the  weather  the  whole  rat  tribe  might  in  their 
migrations  become  exterminated  as  a  result 
of  the  very  cause  that  had  produced  its  ex- 
traordinary increase,  or  supposing  the  pres- 
ence of  some  enemy  of  fecundity  somewhat 
approaching  tiiat  of  the  rat.  this,  with  the 
increased  food  furnished  by  the  latter,  might 
become  sufficiently  numerous  to  entirely  de- 
stroy the  rat  tribe  when  the  supply  of  food 
ceased  and  then  in  turn  driven  by  .hunger 
might  attack  and  exterminate  some  other 
species  which  had  hitherto,  when  its  enemies 
were  less  numerous,  been  able  to  sustain  its 
Struggle  for  Existence. 


mom. 

ffee.   The  market  ruled  quiet  for  a  few  days 
after  our  last  and  dealers  were  becoming  some  what 
jus  sellers.  The  strenuous  efforts  however  that 
.  _..  made  to  recover  the  rale  of  exchange  and  a  gen- 
eral belief,  that  bottom  had  been  touched,  caused  a 
2viv.il  of  the  demand  for  the  bean,  and  a  fair  busi. 
ess  has  lately  been  done  at  enhanced  rales  as  per 
'.iul.iLi1.11  is  liclovv.  rinks  liavi;  lieeu  ijS„|oy  kijrs,  s:iy  !  — 
50,4Cg  !j;»«s  United  SirUx.i 
43,702    "    Enrobe 
4.300    "^  Sundry  Ports. 
Supplies  have  averaged  9, 700  bags  per  diem.  Stack 
■3,000  bap.       *  . 
^notations,  per  arroba  for  United  States  Selections 
Superiors' '9,403  ®  9,500 
I/iw  Superiors  9,200  it  9,30:.] 
I'rime  Good  firsts  8,500 
Good  I'irsls  7,500  IS  7,(503 
Low  Good  t'irsts  7,200 
Regulars  0,400  iS>  6,700 
Ordinary  5,000  %  5,600, 


wean  30 1/53.  todSt  . 
ai  l/l'iit.  and  21  lis  d.  t'oi 
jug  April  :)  d.  iimi  at  '.'0  3 
30  lt/10  for  the  'latter.  . 


march  % 

lLiMmiRr, 
teaurer    Manias; 


1.CMI    tuns;    Heydorn,   com- 


Shipping  News. 

ARRIVALS  OF  FOREIGN  VESSELS. 


MARC/I  22. 

Ni;w  C'ahyi.k.— British  \\\gget-J8(tvlc$6ol ;  2!>1 
toils;  AtKinson,  UluifiHl-;  M  ItliyS;  c;ii'|[o,  colli 
mill  coke,  to  Noitwi,  Megnw  &  Uo. 

lt.n.TlMOItK.— Jii'i  ti^ti  hurl;  <:tiii\tHtinri> ;  :Ml 
tuns;  Wmlier,  master  ;;)7  days;  Hour  ami  Iimi 
to  l'liipns  lil'OS  .t  Co. 

(JKXOA.-Ui'itish  stisnuu'r  Arch  Ihnjtl ;  811  Whim; 
Cartniclmel,  commnniter ,  :!H days ;  general  en  ego 
loMuimel  Cicstu*  Co.. 

litfiiTEVUMiu.— l'oi'tngnesis  brigaiitliie  Timbre; 
ltB  tons;  (lollies,  maslcr;  Hi  dii.v.s;  t'iirgi),  jerkeil 
Uoivf,  to  Ales.  Wttgnur. 

Hkti'iinhd  to  I'oiiT.— Swoilmli  liiirk  Jupiter; 
Heitlwi'jf,  musiei' ;  snilud  l'l'.mi  ilus  ]H,ri  mr 
Tuliiiseo  Jlnri'ii  III  *'i  vi'tiinii'd  iiei'iiiise  ot  illnss 
011  Doiii'd. 

MARUIis- 

Sastos.— B'Atisli  BtomiMW  "i>'.ij'fi ;  Oillies,  eoni- 
inn  11  tier;  It  liouw;  imsacngera  und  raigniu  tniu- 


iind  general  cargo  t 

RlviiR  Plate —  British  steamer  N&toriu; 
1.7IB  tuns;    Bitohio.  commander!    nHssenKora 

Mid  hvih.i'.'i!  carn-.i,  ill  iraiisil,  ir.  Willful,  Idl- 
ehie  it  Co. 

SomiAJii'-uiN  ami  iutarniediate  poi-tfl.—  Brit- 
ish a1t'ami;i'  Srnt;  Bruce,  eoiiitniuidei';  !'.Q  1  ;i 
tlavs,  ^  1,'i  dayn  l'rou)  Buliia  :  |infsi-nst-r»  and 
general  cargo. 

APRIL  1. 

Marsf.1u.es.— Ucvinmi  bark  Fifa:  :12U  tons: 
tlallai'd,  inasti'v;  11V  ilnyn !  M.-uerfll  i-ai'ifo  10 
It-.  A,  Dreyfps. 

liiiusswicK.— Ami'i-ifini  iiai'k  Mciiihiln ;  313 
Whin-mum,  lnaslrrt  Oiidays:  ca-rg".  pine  Iihti- 
boi',  in  order. 

APRIL  3. 

LiVEBi'ooi.  ami  inii'nueiliati'  povis'.— Urititsli 
Ht<-nmiT  LhiiUuv;  [^-<\  timm  Sclinlit-lil,  .■imiiimn- 
di'i;::">  (lavs,  :i  (lavs  I'nmi  Ualiia;  |>:^.scni;vr.s 
and  general  cargo  vo  Norton,  Jli-jraw  it  Co. 

Kew  VoRK  anil  intermediate  ports.— British 

Kleiner  rir««i,(i;  sn  tun.i;  \li\\\\*.  eojuniandi']-; 
•it  davs,  -1  (.Lilys  from  Bubia:  tfem'ral  cargo  to 
John  Moore  &  <;o. 

.LTllirniK.— Aiiieiiemi     bark     AMaide;    "01 

;  Bnile.v.  master:  -13  iluys ;  cargo,  flour,  to 

l'hinpH  l;ros.  &  Co, 

TeRsHV  tin  Pcvnuiiibimo.— British  )>ri«  Canti- 
(hi ;  13(5  ton.-, ;  Can 
from  Perniniibueo 


i  ,\.  1'ei 


,l,ij-i; 


003 


Orville  A,  Derbv, 


'1,n  the  list  ofraercanlilc  nivics  of  llic  workl, 
Great  .Britain  stands  at  the  lieaclwith  a  mn- 
nage  of  6,399,81*9,  and  the  United  States 
second  with  a  tonnage  of  4, 538,183.  As  re- 
gards the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  their 
merchant  fleets  are  employed,  there  is  a  very 
wide  difference.  Srom  ^  total  tonnage 
accredited  lo  her,  Great  "Britain  employs  h 
her  foreign  trade  a  tonnage  of  4)888, 560 — : 
tonnage  exceeding  that  of  any  other  mercan- 
tile navy  in  the  world — while  the  United 
Slates  employs  in  this  service  only  a  tonnage 
of  1,553.705.  The  vast  coasting  and  rivet 
trade  of  the  United  States  will  account  for  this 
proportional  disparity,  in  a  great  measure. 


Commercial 


RfO  ife  fmidro,  Apiil  4U1,  rSjt) 

Steadiness  has  been  Llie  lending  feature  in  our 
import  market  during  the  period  since  our  last 
issue  of  231I  ultimo,  the  course  of  exchange  having 
tended  lo  a  firmness  011  the  part  of  holders  ofall  arti- 
cles nf  consumption,  jiarlicubry  with  respect  lo 
Manchester  goods.  Arrivals  have  been  very  limited, 
and  business  in  genernl  is  confined  to  immediate 
wants  only,  ii(  view  of  a  higher  exchange  which  for 
the  present  lias  not  manifested  itself.  With  the  inte- 
rior, aerations  haveof  late  becii  much  restricted,  and 
the  strain  of  long  credit  sews  to  be  beninning  to  be 
fait  by  nil  our  leading  importers ;  and  the  long  con- 
tinued cheapness  of  coSee,  (which  has  :  ot  seen  sueh 
low  values  for  many  years),  added  to  the  general 
scarcity  of  capital,*  cannot  but  have  had  a  deleter ■ 
iottseffect  on  the  resources  and  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  export  market  there  h  as  lieen  a  steady  de- 
niatul  for  coffee  both  for  American  and  European 
shipments  and  the  tendency  of  prices  h.is  been  again 
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Ui,Olt,ri>.--roi'lii.uiH'sii 
Ions;  Silvn  Junior,  iiiumLci;  4)  (Uiy-;  eartfu, «  m> 
null  and  sinidri.',*,  to  onlrr. 

CAitl.ii-r.-id-ili^i  bark  Inn-*;  Sll  tons;  Dili 
iel,  miistcr;  5S  ilitys;  I'lir^n,  railnnnt  snpiilir 

KlCHMiiNl).—  Uuniijui  bark  .Jwinr  I'uii  lile-in 
:ijl  tons;  linaai'U,  inii-JIcr;  filMa.v*:  rartfo,  Ihm 
to  l'liijips  Uriw.  iJi  t-'n. 

MARCH  sj, 

LiVKiti'oiii..— •Itriifoh  st< 
tinw;  Atiiiutroiiftcoiiiiiiaiiilff; ;:;  iIil.is,.'!  I  ■:  ilny.- 
ti'oui  Buliiii  ;  pu.-iHuiijftii'H,   anil   ir>-nrral   cili'Koti 
Norton,  Maginv*  L'u. 

Mahsbillks.— Uisrinaii  hark  ll'ithelm  ihvwk  ; 
+:;i  tons  ;  l-'n'twoursr,  uisisti-ri  '■-I  (lavs  :  MciU'i'a 
uiifgu  lo  11.  A.  JJruytns. 

Mahseili.ki*.— liweilidli  iiurk  A.etf;  ;ft',t  tons; 
Svi'-nssoH,  mnsli'v;  M>  days;  (rt'iieral  caryo  to 
Siniweu  a  Co. 

(.'Aitinir.— Ili'ilisb  shin  Suiiii  Juan1*;  l,"l''  ions ; 
Iloiiuiiul,  niast-c-i' ;  litlilays;  ciiran,  mal.  In  Wil- 
son Sixim  A  l'u.  Limited. 

Swasska.— liriliiiii  liriitiuitiiii'  Tojin.:;  UiOtonh; 
ltitiTiH,  inanlur;  SI  iIsivm;  c;u-ko,  nml.  In  Hail- 
wig,  Williiiiutioii  &  Co. 

MARCH  sj. 

OliSOA.— UiTinaii  steamer  liolkii-ollmt ;  1,900 
tins;  Kiehiii'd  Sunder,  ooinnmnder ;  Ml)  days; 
pussangcra  and  general  cargo  In  itrandes  Kra- 
mer* Co.;  hrotiglit  314  ltiilia.il  timl  Aiistrinn  imj 
in  r  grunts. 

Caiidu-'p.— Bril-isli  hark  Mara  Fry ;  981  tons; 
York,  master ;  1:>  days  ;  cargo,  coal,  10  order. 

J'ebsby,— British  l.»i-ijriint'i no  l'<ipcr;  1ST  ions; 
Keumii,  master:  r»ii  diiys;  em-go.  i.'odlish,  lo  i'.^, 
Nicolsoti  &  Co. 

MARCH  27. 

Livi':iti'OOL,--I.!i'ilisli  stoamer  Swntii ;  Mnsiiey, 
eommunder ;  'Si  duj;s,  8  iluys  from  Biihlu;  itil 
lira t- class  and  171  third  class  pussengci's. 

KlVKH  Pl.ATlv.—  iiritisli  Htwiiner  ikmd;  1,348 
toim ;  lliiilrton,  *Miiniiiutn!vi- ;  0  1/3  days ;  [nisaeti- 
gui'H  and  general  cargo  to  Notion.  Megjiw  .t  Co, 

SASiii.s,— tieriuiin  Mtiianier  Vuliinruixo;  1,54" 
tons;  von  Molten,  ruimiuinili-r ;  IK  i,:2  hoiu-s ;  pa«- 
s.'iiiji'rs  mid  mir.r,  in  Iniu-it,  to  lidw.  JohimUni 
.«  Co. 

—  (.ii-niiaii  sli-aiinir  Oivf  Jiimmvk ;  1,350 

tons;   lliit'iMiinii oiiiimiiidor:  ■'.'.'  hours;   ims- 

sensrers  imtl  eollVe,  in  tniusll.  lo  iSuuides  Kru- 
iuer  &  Co, 


L'  Iimi 


,isi.i  1 111 


Imports, 

Flour.  The  Inquiry  has  Iwcn 

ter,  and  as  stocks  at  sea  are 
improvement  in  prices  Is  to  be  looked  for.  Arrivals 
have  I" '  '  "    ''■    ""■'-■     -'--  "  —  ' '" 

S10C?J; 


oiiilc  of  a  retail  char- 
acter, and  as  stbcks'at  sea  are  large  no  immediate 
improvement  in  prices  Is  to  be  looke 
have  been  16,130  barrils.  Sales  only  7,200  barrils. 
Wequole  1st,  Richmond  20S  @  21*ooo, 
:  17J  1®  19S000,  id  Baltimore  anil  In. 
lerior  16J  <S  17*000.  St.  I^ouis  15*  ®  \(t%<xa. 

Laid.  Arrivals  have  been  z. 300  kegs  which  remain 
in  stock,  second  hands  not  having  yel  got  rid  nf 
their  previous  purchases.  Quotations  are  therefore 
nominal,  the  lasl  sale  however  being  that  of  300  kegs 
"  Georges"  lard  per  "  Campanero''  at  360  rs.  per 
IB,  which  to-day  would  he  a  full  price. 

Lumber.  Four  cargoes  have  arrived  siace  our  last, 
the  "  Jessica  "  from  Pensacola  selling  at  37S000  and 
the  "  Mendota"  fron  Brunswick  at  39*000  per  dozen. 
Sales  of  cargoes  "  to  arrive  "  have  been  attempted 
withont  elicitinga  bid,  and  our  market  aiay  therefore 
lie  called  well  supplied  for  the  present.- 


Liuiikc.  eoiiiuiandci' ;  Hi  Knurs  *  |i,i.,..-,iSi:i»  ium 
coffee-,  in  transit,  to  Brainlcs  Kraini'i'  &  (Jo. 

London.— British  bark  Winifred ;  ,'tn  hms; 
Tfiinks,  iiin.sr.ei';  rii  days;  ciiifio,  ceineiil  lor  Ihe 
Uabrielli  water  works. 

TiiATAKI,— Swedish  bark  Amaranth  ;  !J70  tons  ; 
Nibwen,  muster;  itUdnysj  enrjjo,  s;dl,  lo  ,1,  M,  de 
Miranda  Leone. 

Boston'.— ■Amerie .'in  bark  ShHiitud;  OHIi  tons; 
liaahfdl,  master;  S(i  days;  general  cargo  to 
Wright  £  Co. 

Oporto.— Portuguese  bark  OioUMe;  311  tims; 
l-'iiehccn,  muster;  41  days;  diiIL  aiid.m'iii'i'al  eni'so 
to  .1.  JI.  de  Mirambi  Leone. 

Sktuhai..— Nurwegian  bark  Xwohiy  A.  IT. 
Kmulxon  ;  3il1ons;  IVierson,  iiiusUt;  !SJ  days; 
cargo,  Bait,  to  order. 

Nkw  Voiik.— Aiiievioan  brigantine  John  Slim-- 
(roorf; 43!) ton.1* ;  MiiiikiiLinnstei';  :>n  days:  iiciicral 
eargo  to  A.  C.Niitlmii  A  (Jo. 

MARCH  sh. 

London.— Swedish  lugRer  I'atritt ;  ZU  Ions; 
HojfHti'om,  mnster ;  5T  da-ys  j  eargo,  rice,  to  C'a- 
mara  Ationies. 

CakdIff.— BritiBh  briff  QoUku  Plum-;  Hftl 
tons;  Field,  master;  (X)  days;  euryo,  coal,  lo 
Alex.  Wagner. 

HlVUIl  I'i.ati:.- I'reiieli  atfiiiimr  Sarah;  l.i'Si 
tuns;  Gnit'Silil,  ciiiiiiniiiiiliT;  live  days;  [ihssrii- 
gera  and  cargo,  in  transit,  fur  Mar'seilb's. 

San  Mia  URL.— Hritisli  bark  Imogen?;  WA  tons; 
Doliu,  iniiMter:   4llilnys;   eoal  in  ballu.st  to  llnr- 
nett,  Wright  A  lie  Castro:    US  I'lirmgnesf  mi- 
ll ii  grants. 
MARCH  2%. 

N'i;iv  \»iv.  and  iiitei'incdinti'  iiorls.— Anicrii'aii 
steamer  CitgifJliu  dr.lnii.im;  Wcir.eomiiiander; 
g3dii,VHj21,'3diiys  Iroin  li.ihia:  imnHi'iiirers,  and 
gen  end  cargo  to  Wilson  Suns  Jfc  Co.  Limited. 

Lonpon    and   inlcriui'di.'ilo    ports.— ISelgiau 
Hteiuner  Horivx  :  I.HH  Imis;  Mitchell,  corn m: mil- 
der: 83  days,  :i  l^ibiys  from  Buhia:  passengers, 
and  general  eariio  10  Norton,  Me.uaw  &  Co. 
MARCH  20. 

SANTOS.— French  steamer  Sim  Miiriiu;  1;008 
tons;  (jucaan,  eonimandir ;  one  ilny :  posscn- 
gcrs,  nnd«eiieial  eiirgo,  in  transit,  In  A.  Leuhii. 

:Cai.»kka,  no  Montevideo:  —  Brit  is!  1  steamer 
Valparaiso;  Hamilton,  eommaTider;  95  days, 
4  days  from  Montevideo;  passengers  and  cargo 
in  transit.' 

Ff.s'sacoi.a.— Brit isliliKPter ./«■'«•«.■  '^Ki  Ions; 
1'eaive,  niaster;  m",dius:  car.--  pine   lumliei'  to 
A.  C.  Nathan  &  Co. 
Brunswick.— Brit  Nil  briganl  ine  Hette;  4T0  tons; 
■    -  .      ...    .  .(I'jro.  pine  lumber, 
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VESSELS. 
MARCH is. 
NK«'-Voi!«— BidglAii   simmer    Tucko   Bruhe 
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Barbaty, master;. W  days;  c 
to  Chaves,  Fonsee(i,  A  (  o. 


.  .  jrdorn.— BriUsh  loggi 

tons;  Siiisliaaii.  niasler;  ciiru'i. 
\  1 1  [ a . —  Brit  ish  bark  AVui.'r'j :  '.11 
I,  master;  gononil  wii'fio. 


Di'  partum 
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MARCH  3j. 

Baltijiorb,— S, 

tons;  Myriek,  1111 

SaxPV  Hook.- 

MARCH  26. 


h;  SIS  tons; 
Mara  Fmxf ; 


iii-n  brigaiitine/>'(«/o'ii';:;oy  [< 


MARCH  27. 

MaHSKHJ.ek  and  iiiteniirdmie  pnrls.- 
Mteanii'r  .Sirniic;  1, Tristans;  Uiiin.nd,  coi 
e-r;  pass.Ti.iivrr.,  colt'i'Mind  ^■ni-ra!  i-ariin. 
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MARCH  2g. 
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Lisbon.—  lliinisli 
tfj  t„ns;  Andersen, 

MARCH  jo. 


imss.-ngi'ts  anil  unn 
Nkw  York.  -  fl, 
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MARC/I  3!.* 

N'ORTItKRN    PORTS.— 

J?>  tons;  S1011,  uinstr 

French  bark  Atrrn,, 
■.  atone  in   halln.st, 

APRIL  1. 

BAi.TiMdRK.-Anieri 

S-vi.t  Ivi  \sn,—  For 
"14  tons;  Oliveira.  1111 

.111  lugger  .1.   liettU-H 
cargo,  coffee, 
ignese    ship    A'oi'rt 

APRIL  1. 

Santos.— British  steamer  .Wee;  Bruce,    eo 
mailder:  passe- 11  gers   mid  ear-go  in  transit. 

Gibralter,— British  lirig  Crlekieth  Cotffc  :  i 
tons:  Jlorri*,  master;  cargo,   coffee. 

West   I nm eh.— British  lugger  Agnn  ITiI*o 
SV1  tons;  Dayke,  master:  stone  in  ballail. 
Gr>SCE.— Portuguese  sloop  Sm 
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THE  BID  NEVv'SS 


I 


BRAZILIAN  FINANCE. 
In  the  present  unluruiimlc  financiiil  condi- 
tion of  Brazil,  every  intelligent  discussion  of 
causes  and  remedies  must  necessarily  com- 
mand a  careful  and  widespread  consideration. 
Whatever  may  he  the  conclusions  and  theo- 
ries of  the  financiers  and  legislators  of  the 
government,  and  they  are  without  number, 
ii  is  evident  that  the  caivitilly-coLisiderei! 
opinions  of  business  men,  whose  pursuits 
have  made  them  thoroughly  familiar  with 
this  and  kindred  subjects,  must  be  entitled 
to  more  than  passing  notice.  In  an  article 
recently  published  in  the  Aitgto-BmziHan 
Times,  Mr.  Robert  C,  Wright,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  merchants  of  thiseity, 
enters  into  a  very  candid  and  thorough  dis- 
cussion of  the  excessive  issue  of  paper  money 
in  Brazil,  and  of  its  effects  upon  the  credit 
and  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  abstract  ol  the  article  which  our 
space  does  not  permit  us  to  republish  entire: 

tn  inimiUiinin^ilio  sumluvil  nf  value,  or  in  rftslor- 
ing  ii  if  temporarily  disturbed,  lies  the  u-liolc  cUity 
of  government  in  conneelion  with  the  currency  of  n 
counlrj.  Willi  die  limited  fl  net  11  at  ions  of  Exchange 
die  government  should  have  no  concern,  as  they 
simply  indicate-  tin:  varying  relations  ul  the  ' '  balance 
of  payments  "  in  the  foreign  commerce  of  a  country. 
These  iliiJttiaiioiis  arc  the  U-itde-Uiromaers ■  of-lhe 
merchant  and  smtesinan  and  should  be  left  ns  (u- 
as  die  ebb  and  How  of  die  Lute. 

The  standard  of  value  in  this  country  being  c  legal 


Vftlna 


of  the 


I'qniviilcnt  10  toS  pence  ofllrilish  standard  gnl'l,  the 
par  of  exchange  between  lirazil  and  Great  Uiitain  is 
2;  pence  per  niilrets.     Exclinngc  between  these  two 

Inflow  pur,  1  litis  establishing  Hie  fan  ol  .1  great  de- 
predation in  thu  ptamlard  of  value. 

Paper  money  never  has  been  and  never  can  be 
capital.  II  is  simply  the  representative-  of  capital 
and  is  only  useful  so  long  as  the  sum  of  its  value  m 
circulation  corresponds  with  the  value  of  the  metal 
which  it  displaces.  Some  writers,  forgetting  that 
principles  have  neither  latitude  nor  lungttiule,  tiaie 
maintained  that  Uracil,  being  a  young  and  vigorous 
country  and  full  of  resources,  could  violate  with  im- 
punity all  the  rules  of  sound  economy;  that  the 
country  might  be  flooded  villi  an  uulimr.u.1  amount 
of  paper  circulation  to  her  great  advantage,  lliey 
nitghl  now  to  lliink  otherwise  and  to  see  that  the 
capital  which  Brazil  wants,  can  not  lie  obtained  from 
a  paper  currency-  , 

OiW  of  the  worst  features  of  an  e\ce>sive  nir.'eiiey, 
having  a  reasonable  guarantee  of  future  redemption, 
is  that  it  maintains  a  false  and  phenomenal  1  elation 
to  gold  thus  inducing  exaggerated  gold  prices  of  the 
products  of  a  country  and  ultimately  prejudicing  the 
interests  of  producers  through  the  competition  which 
it  is  sure  to  provoke.  Our  planters  are  realizing  the 
truth  of  this  by  the  low  prices  at  which  they  nil  now 
compelled  U  sell  their  products  which  is,  ie.  part.,  due 
10  the  foreign  competition  occasioned  by  the  high 
prices  long  prevailing  m  bia/U.  This  illegitimate 
exaggeration  of  prices  applies  as  well  to  imported 
merchandise  as  to  the  products  of  the  country,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  lias  a  tendency  to  repress  the  ex- 
port  while  encouraging  the  import  trade,  and  thus 
acts  as  a  permanent  clement  of  disturbance  in  the 
trade  relations  of  the  country. 

1,1  1850,  according  to  the  able  reply  of  Mr.  J.  C. 
Mayriuk  to  the  circular  of  die  Minister  of  Finance, 
the  currency  of  lirazil  I'on^i-teil  of ; 

tiovcrnment  paper 40.000,000$ 

Votes  of   the   Commercial    bank  of 

liahia i.coo.ooot 

Minuted  gold,  silver  and  P-prei .     .      5.^0,000$ 


deuce  and  would  not  only  arrest  the  flight  of  foreign 


,riUta,to,S  though 


52,000,000$ 

A.  exchange  011  London  wa,  then  28  3/8  pence, 

about  live  per  centum  above  par,  it  may  be  assumed 

1  hat  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  circulating  medium. 

viable  balance  of  trade  and  not  to  a  deficient  circu- 
laiioii  but  adntitling  flic  latter  the  addition  of  five 
per  centum  to  the  exi.-ling  currency    would  glee  us 


only 
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Taking  the  increase  of  population  in  the  United 
Slates,  about  33  1/3  per  cent,  per  decade,  as  a  basis 
fjr  estimating  ihe  increased  wants  of  lirazil  we  find 
iliaf  ihe  country  requires  to-day  a  currency  of  about 
H5,oco,coo$.  The  actual  circulation  of  government 
and  bank  paper,  however,  is  some  208, 000, 000 S.  This 
represents  a  phenomenal  value  of  about  15(1,000,0005 
gold,  while,  upon  the  basis  of  legitimate  pi  ices,  it 
should  not  exceed  125,000,1.00$.  This  leaves  an  ex- 
cess of  83,000,000$  in  our  present  circulation,  which, 
in  order  to  restore  the  standard  of  value  to  a  normal 
basis,  should  be  withdrawn. 

It  is  possible  that  the  withdrawal  of  a  much  less 
amount  than  83,000,000!;,— say  50,000,0000— might 
rai-e  exchange  In  par,  but  sack  a  rale  established 
under  such  circumstances,  would  not  be  legitimate, 
and  any  powerfully  disturbing  cause  might  send  it 
down  again  five  or  ten  per  centum;  while  the  with- 
drawal of  the  whole  83,000,000$  would  establish 
the  par  of  exchange  on  a  legitimate  basis  where  it 
would  be  maintained  by  the  currency  necessities  of 
the  country  and  where  it  would  be  subject  only  to  such 
fluctuations  as  might  occur  with  a  purely  metallic 
circulation . 

The  withdrawal  of  this  excess  in  the  circulating 
medium  becomes,  then,  an  imperative  obligation 
upon  the  government  and  the  manner  by  which  it 
shall  be  done  is  of  vital  importance.  The  govern- 
merit  vWttS  and  administers  the  1  >nm  Pedro  1 1  rail- 
road, estimated  to  be  worth  150.000,000^  ;  and  it  is 
claimed  by  some  of  her  leading  statesmen  that  she 
ha«  a  riglit  to  disappropriate  ihe  mi  rtmain  property 
of  monastic  orders  which  is  of  enoimotis  value.  It 
would!*  vine  policy,  therefore,  to  apply  a  portion 
ofibese  enormous  resources  to  the  fulfillment  of  this 
im]  erative  obligation  commanded  as  it  i-,  no  less  by 
Loinmori  honesty  than  by  sound  policy.  Such  a 
mcxMV  wnujd  irnricdiBttfly  reftntt  "ulrtic  confi- 


i;t  committee. 


•fore  44,000,0008. 
^Budget  ttfow 
aim  were  matte 


i^KUmuSano  and  in  tin 
i,',MNl,0(H^iHKl,  milking; ii 


mimd  unmoors,  17,000,0008000  to  be  covered  by 
credit  operations,  Of  this  sum  2,000,0008000  pert- 
ain to  the.  ordinary  expenses  and  the  rcmaininK 
15,000,0006000  to  the  cxtriiordiiuiry  expenses  for 
Which  special  credits  avo  opcrwl.     -  ,,„ 

Tl.edufu.-it  hotweu  the  revenue  mid  the  ordinary 
exponas  inclndliiK  In  these  the  burdens  due  to 

ducofl  to  3,500,0008000  of  which  1,500,0008000  will 
probably  only  bo  expended  in  the  succeeding 

In  discussing  the  means  to  be  adopted  fur  re- 
storing the  balance  between  receipts  and  Mpt'ii- 
dituim  the  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  no 
f  urtlior  reduet  ions  can  bo  made  without  serious- 
ly ciuhai'HBsiiiB  the  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment; that  it  would  lie  unsafe  in  the  face  of  n 
dt'iirifroimdcvtnlio  any  sweeping  linatieinl  re- 
forms; that  11  loan  in  the  present,  ci  mi  instances 
would  only  further  em  harass  the  sit  nation  with- 
out furnishing  novmnnent  relief  ;  and  that 
therefore  mi  increase  of  iniiioslsinustbe  l-esovted 
io  until  by  hotter  niminctenient  of  the  linanees, 
and  by  economy,  /,eal  and  morality  In  the  em- 
ployment of  the  public  inotiey,  the  jnesent  un- 
favorable conditions,  which  it.  is  hoped  a  hi  only 
transitory,  shall  have  tmwwiI. 

The  custom  house  being  Hie  chief  source  of 
revenue,  attention  la  naturally  11  rut  directed  to 
that.  Tlie  proposed  revision  of  the  tariff  will 
equalize  and  simplify  the  duty  rather  tlmu  in- 
crease the  revenue.  By  a  law  of  1877  the  nddi- 
tidwil  duty  of  J5  '",'1  on  imports  was  raised  to 
BO '."  1  and  the  administration  tux  of  l/:i  %  on 
articles  admitted  ft'eeordutyjorj 7/0.  From  this 
measure  11  ooividern-Mo  inCi;oaso  may  he  expect- 
ed. An  addition  to  the  dntymi  fnrejgn  tobacco, 
anil  the  restriction  or'iibolilioii  of  the  freellst by 
which  tit  least  3,flOO,00«||jOOO  me  lost  to  the  Treas- 
ury, is  recommended,  as  well  us  mi  increased 
tax  on  stoma?,  Export  duties  are  to  remain  as 
at  present  until  the  clrciistances  of  the  country 
will  permit  their  reduction  or  abolition, 

Hy  these  incasiu'es  an  inerciise  of  1 ,0fm,(impW 
in  tilfi  BiiHtoin-lioiiso  receiids  is  expected. 

T tain  iv, emir  from  othersonrcesihceoin- 

inittee  recommend  that  the  lighthouse  lax  be 
doubled  or  substituted  by  tin  anchorage  tax, 

that  the  Mtaniplnx.  tixed  or  [import  ionnl,  on  bus- 
iness papers,  title*  of  nobility,  scientific  ,iml 
liter  diplomas,  etc.,  as  well  asihe  emolunient 
tax,  be  also  doubled  and  that  I  ho  titles  of 
qualification  of  voters  and  electors  bo  also 
included  under  the  (itiinip  tax,  the  first  paying 
a  lax  of  2$000  and  the  second  48000;  that  the 
impest  on  the  eupital  of  lotteries  be  raised 
from  20°/,',  to  Kll  ','/?  and  011  the  premiums  from 
IS3',,  to  SO  v/oi  that  an  Income  tax  be  levied 
on  all  salaries,  prindmis  nnd  gi'iitificntioiis  der- 
ived from  municipal,  provincial  or  general 
goveriinU'Ul,ofaL',.,,',oua]lsiinislessthanl,OOOSi(:0:i 
from  the  general,  olid  less  than  .iOOSIXK)  from  the 
provincial  mid  nninicipnl  governiaents,  5  '.'/,',  on 
sniiiH  less  than  10,000gO0O  and  greater  than 
1,0008000  from  the  general  and  more  than  4008000 
from  provincial  and  municipal  governments, 
10  ?/i  on  sums  greater  than  10,000ffl00  and  30  ¥/£ 
on  the  salaries  of  members  of  the  legislature  ; 
that  a  similar  tax  be  levied  on  all  incomes  su- 
perior to  4O08000,— income  derived  from  govern- 
ment bonds  to  be  exempt  from  this  tax;  that 
the  tax  dividends  lie  incieiujcd  from  1  1/3  to 
5°/6;  that  the  house  tax  be  revised  soasto  apply 
to  unoccupied  houses ;  that  a  water  tax  of  3  ?/ij 
be  imposed  in  the  city  of  Rio  dc  Janeiro  as  soon 
as  the  regulations  of  the  law  fer  the  new  supply 
of  water  to  the  city  tun  lie  enforced,  that  the 
tax  on  slaves  be  revised  and  a  tax  of  a»$000  in 
the  capital  and  of  lOOgOOO  in  the  capitals  of  the 
provinces  be  levied  on  tobaccon  ists. 


An  American,  named  S.  II.  Hamilton,  has  in- 
vented a  process  of  making  hard  and  durable  lumber 
nut  of  wheat  straw.  Ml  ihe  effect;,  of  polish  and 
finish  obtained  with  black  walnut  or  mahogany  are 
reproduced,  and  it  is  said  lobe  specially  adapted  for 
inside  work  and  furniture.  The  lumber  is  obtained 
by  taking  ordinary  straw  board.1:,  such  as  are  mat! c 
at  any  paper  mill,  subjecting  them  to  the  action 
of  a  peculiar  chemical  solution  until  the  fibre  is  thor- 
oughly softened,  and  then  pas  ing  them  through  a 
succession  of  rollers  by  which,  lliey  are  dried-  har- 
dfnc't  and  pslwhed. 


COFFEE  CROP  OP  1879 

Concerning  the  approaching  harvest  of  coffee  a 
ccent  letter  from  the  interior  says  : 

All  probabilities  of  an  average  crop  this  year  arc 
ost.  It  seems  to  us  that  bribe  valley  of*the  Para- 
iyba  the  coffce'erop  of  1879  will  scarcely  be  a  third 
if  that  of  die  preceding  year. 

Various  causes  have  led  to  this  result.  The  decay 
if  the  plantations  in  some  localities  from  age,  in 
>lhcr  points,  disease  of  the  roots  and  leaves,  and  in 
;eneral  die  utlcr  tack  of  effort  toward  a  more  moth- 
idle  and  scientific  cultivation..  . 

In  the  districts  of  Rcyendc,  Daira- Jfnnsn,  Pirahy, 
I'assoeras,  Valeiu;a,  Mar  dc  1  lespanhn,  etc.,  there 
s  a  tendency  to  a  progressive  diminution  of  the 
.offec  harvests  until  utter  extinction.  We  except  in 
hese  districts  those  zones  in  which  die  forests  have 
icen  destroyed  in  a  lesser  degree  nnd  in  which.somc 
if  the  plantations  are  still  new. 

In  nor  then  1  Minns  the  cultivation  of  cufttx  ii  in  a 
leriod  of  development  notwithstanding  that  it  has 
0  contend  with  a  luck  of  laborers.  The  storms  have, 
lowoyer,  caused  the  loss  of  the  greater  part  of  the 


ilantalioi 


;  will  give,  for  Ihe  first 
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Notices  from  Sao  Paulo  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
crop  will  be  a  third  less  than  (lie  regular -harvest, 
It  seems  to  us  therefore  lliat  we  shall  noibe  far  wrong 
in  slating  that  in  general  the  eolfee  gathered  will 
eipial  a'halfdf  the  crop  of  1878.  As  however  there 
still  exists  a  portion  of  that  crop  in  deposit  the  ex- 
portation of  coffee  will  he  regular  during  the  whole 
of  the  current  year  to  fail  entirely  in  January  of 
1880. 

Nothing  can  be  said  regarding  the  quality  of  the 
coffee  of  the  approaching  harvest,  but.as.the  planta- 
tions are  in  general  new  it  is  probable  that  the  me- 
dium and  first  qualities  will  abound. 

THE  ROACH'SUBSIDY  BILL. 

The  following  is  the  full  text  of  the  Brazil- 
ian mail  steamship  subsidy  clause  in  tlie 
Postoffice  appropriation  bill,  as  it  passed  the 
United  States  Senate,  February  2 1 ,  When  the 
bill  came  up  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  February  28,  the  subsidy  clause  was 
stricken  out  by  a  vote  of  yeas  89,  nays  157. 

For  ocean  steamship  service  between  the  United 
States  and  "mail,  $200,000;  and  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  authorized  and  directed,  after  due  public 
advertisement,  to  contract  for  a  lime  not  exceeding 
ten  years  for  carrying  the  mails  once  each  month, 
commencing  not  Inter  than  July,  1879,  from  New 
York  by  way  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  Rio  tic  Janeiro, 
and  once  each  month,  commencing  not  later  ihan- 
Mni'ch,  1880,  from  New  Orleans,  by  way  of  Galves- 
ton, Texas,  to  Rio  do  Janeiro  and  return,  includ- 
ing appropriate  Intermediate  ports,  with  ihe  lowest 
bidders,  being  responsible  owners,  giving  ample  se- 
curity of  first-class  American  built  and  owned  iron 
screw  steamships  of  not  less  than  three  thousand 
tons,  after  the  best  modern  models,  and  capable  of 
making  thirteen  nautical  miles  an  hour ;  such  mail- 
carriage  to  be  paid  for  at  not  exceeding  $30  per 
nautical  mile  per  annum,  one  way,  for  the  distance 
actually  traversed  between  the  termini  of  each  of 
said  routes;  provided  however  that  the  annual  com- 
pensation for  such  postal  service  shall  riot  exceed 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
for. each  of  said  lines,  the  two  lines  to  be  contracted 
for  simultaneously,  and  neither  contract  to  go  into 
effect  unless  .both  services  shall  be  contracted  for 
and  established  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act;  neither  contract  lu  be  considered  in  force  if  the 
service  on  cither  line  be  abandoned  or  discontinued, 
and  the  contracts  therefor  to  contain  all  provisions 
for  securing  efficient  service  which  may  be  custom- 
ary or  required  by  law  in  such  cases, 

It  seems  that  opposition  to  Chinese  immigration 
is  not  wholly  confined  to  ihe  Pacific  slope  or  the 
United  Slates,  (U  Melbourne,  Australia,  where 
the  Celestials  have  gone  into  the  retail  trade  and  are 
contriving  to  sell  lea  at  a  lower  price  tjuwrtc  Cauca- 
sian grocer,  a  strong  an li- Chinese  feeling  has  sprung 
up.  The  retailers  arc  loudly  demanding  that  their 
interests  shall  be  protected.  It  is  thought  probable 
that  Queensland,  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
will  ultimately  enter  upon  a  convention  to  finally 
exclude  all  Chinese  immigrants.  It  is  a  high  com- 
pliment to  ihe  industry  and  thrift  or  llieac  people, 
though  not  intended  as  such,  to  admit  that  restric- 
tion or  exclusion  i»  the  only  way  of  competing  with 
them  In  business  pursuits. 

The  annual  rice  crop  of  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina  and  Louisiana,  U.  S,,  averages  80,000,000 
pounds.  The  Carolina  rice  brings  one-halra  cent  a 
pound  more  in  market  than  the  Louisiana  rice, 
though,  it  is  saitl,  there  is  scarcely  an  appreciable 
difference  between  them.  A  barrel  of  rough  rice 
— 165  pounds — finds  a  ready  market  in  New  Orleans 
at  from  $3.50  to  $5.00,  and  the  cost  of  getting  it 
cleaned  in  the  mills  is  about  one  cent  a  pound.  In 
Louisiana,  from  20  to  30  bushels  of  rice — a  bushel 
of  rough  rice  contains  44  pounds — can  be  grown  on 
an  acre  of  high  land  without  flooding,  and  much 
more,  ofcour.se,  on  flooded  lands.  This  is  said  to 
be  more  profitable  than  cotton-growing  in  that  stale. 

In  1878,  the  total  number  of  spindles  in  the  United 
States  was  estimated  nt  10,500,000;  the  quantity  nf 
cotton  consumed, tare  notdedcicted^vas&jSjOoo.ooo 
pounds  gross;  and  the  product  in  cloth  was  586,. 
000,000  pounds  or  2,637,000,000  yards. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Fish  Cul- 
tural Association  in  New  York,  Mr.  G.  S.  Page  read 
an  essay  on  "Animals  Destructive  to  Wood  Under 
Water,"  in  which  he  said  that  the  teredo  mealisv&s 
the  most  destructive  animal  to  timber  under  water 
that  is  known.  It  is  found  all  along  the  coasts  of 
North  and  South  America,  and  also  on  other  coasts. 
His  in  the  shape  of  a  worm,  but  has  ahead  of  hard 
shell  made  to  resemble  an  auger,  gouge  and  file  in 
combination.  In  enters  timlier  in  almost  insect 
form  and  quickly  grows  to  a  length  of  fourteen  or 
more  inches.  It  lives  on  the  limber  and  honey- 
combs it  throughout,  destroying  vast  amounts  of 
property  yearly,  The  only  thing  that  preserves 
timber  against  the  attacks  of  this  animal  is  an  cn  tract 
of  coal  tar  or  gas  tar  in  wbjcT)  there  i*  a  large  per 
cenlu'ii  nfrarVlicflcjd,  - 
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R.  "L.   R.  EBERT: 


AMERICAN  DENTIST 

10  the 

IMPERIAL  FAMILY  OF  BRAZIL 


Mil 


■slerl  «J  Pfireign  Ugaffa 
Rua   do    Onvbtor 
Rtct  r>E  Jan  El  lie. 


NeaUiess,  promptness  and  si 


11  all  operations  under- 


MRUP     OF     PHOSPHATE 
)  IRON, 

QUININE  AND  STRYCHNINE 

(DR.  EASTON'S  FORMULA) 
SALPJDOll  DM  A1.MEIVA 

Cfyiimt  and  Apllifiaiy 

18  RUA  EVARISTO DA  VEICA, 

a.  ,1,  r.»»'». 
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R.  ANDREW  J.  INGLIS 
AMERICAN  DENTIST 
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ORWICH  UNION  FIRE 

INSURANCE  ASSOCIATION 

Accepts  Fire  Insurances  of  all  descriptions  at  moderate  rate; 

,\(IE^T3  FOR   BIO   III!  JANEIRO  AN11  SANTOS 

MEE,  ALLEN  &  CO. 

Commission  Merc/miils 

■     No.  66  Rua  do  General  C'amaiTi 
Rh  lie  Jnueiw. 


H 


ELIOTYPE 


"PLETCHER  AND  KIDDER'S 
"BRAZIL  AND  THE  BRAZILIANS" 

'the  ninth  edition  of  this  well-known  work,  revised _ and 
enlarged,  lias  just  been  is.ued  under  the  personal  supervision 
of  Rev.  J.  C  Fletcher.  Considerable  neiv  materuil.  iucluuinn, 
commereuil  statistic;,  to  date,  luis  been  added,  which,  wiili 
the  ueiv  illustrations  inserted  in  Ihis  edition,  give  to  ttic  hook 
a  fresh  interest  10  alt  English  renders. 

Ftir  sale  liv 

li.  ii  H,  LAEMMERT, 

66  Rna  do  Ouvidor, 


WHEELWRIGHT,    FULLER 
&  CO. 

Foreign  Commission  Merchants.       • 
34  k  Bo  rkadb  SftiBE-r1   '-■ 


pALM  &  ALLEN', 

SHIP-  CHANDLERS. 


-Rua  Fresoa  -5 

lilO  PK  jANF.tRO. 
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ALDWIN     LOCOMOTIVE 
■  WORKS, 

PHILADELPHIA,  PENN. 

.  tkitabtitlitil,  1831) 

11URNHAM,  PAK'RV,  WILLIAMS  &  CO., 

Proprietors. 

These  locomotive  engines  are  adapted  to  every  variety  of  ser- 
vice and  ate  liuill  accurately  to  standard  gauges  ;ind  template*. 
Like  parts  of  diflerent  engines  of  same  class  parfeclly  niter- 
chaiigealile. 

FaMcnqa-  and  Freight  Locomotive*,  Mine  Lohhho- 
Mr.es,  Narrate  Gauge  imwiiwfiret,  Stem  Street  Car*. 

Illustrated  calaloEiic.  furnished  on  application  of  customers. 
Agent  for  Brazil, 

O.  C.  JAMES,      '    :     '"-■■     *     ; 
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WHITNEY  &  SONS, 
*    CAR  WHEEL  WORKS..  | 


\Etlntliihed  1847) 
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OPKINS,    BROWETT    & 
CAUSER, 

General  Harihvarc  Merchants.   . 

lilRMlNGHAM. 


C.  &  G.  C.  WARD, 


HAKWG  lUtOT$ERS  &  COMPANY. 


T    IDGERWOOD  M'FG.  Go., 
X  LIMITED). 

Successors  t>j 

JllLFtyk'b  S-  LIDGE'RWOOt), 


Engineers,  Macgiirists, 

Importers  of  Machinery  and  Material  for  Agiicultural 

and  Industrial  Establisliments,  and  Cotton  and  Woolen  Mill: 


Permanent  Photographic  Book  IUmtrations. 

THl? lIliI.IO'1'VPE  PRINTING.  COMPANY  arc  pro- 

(Uiccri  nf  Itmik  lUusimliunii  l;y  Llie  Heliolypt.  l'linln-lithogn- 
phKianJPlKito.Li)itrilviiiif  processes.  I'.mplnyed  by  theUnitcil 
Stales  llovernnieni  in  iliiislraunt;  Scientific  and  Medical  Re- 
runs. l>y  Scienlilic,  Historical,  and  uther  learned  lineiciies,  !n' 
the  l^Hlins  jml.lisheivi,  :md   for  ilhi.-lralini;  T.-v.-n  :,ad   I'a.nily 


IFFICE  OF   "O  NOVO  MUNDO." 

No.  47  Rua  it  do  Mori 
Mo  dc  Jandn: 


N 


EW-YORK  AND  BRAZIL 
EXPRESS 

Receive   Mid   forward  parcels  to  and  from  Rio  dc  Janeiro 
aid  New-York. 

Office  in  Neiv-York,  No.  30,  Hurling  Slip, 
•    Office  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  No.  47,  Rua  1 '.'  dc  Marco, 


T 


RUBNER  &  CO. 


American,  European  and  Orientitt  Literary 
Agency 

s?  &  59  Ludgate  Hilt 

Lmi/oiu 


P'NGLIS'H  BANK 

OF 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  LIMITED 


HEAD  OFFICE  IN  LONDON 

BRANCHES 

RIO  .BE  JANElItO,  rERS.WllBCO  AM)  SANTOS 

Capital £    1,090,000 

Ditto,  paid  tip £       5011,009 

Reserve  Fund £  PiS™ 

Ditto,  special £      40.^40,1  H„  10 


TtyJ    R.  CASSELS  &  Co. 

/■         Commission  Mcrchanis.1;-', 

American  stoves  and  kitchen  ware  a  specialty. 

,,  ''  •,  N'n,  13  Rug  Premeim  d«  iMnrJp; 


GENERAL  AGENCY  J-'OK  TllR   • 

SINGER  SEWING  MACHINE, 

-      «ul       + 

COFFEE-CLEAA'ING  MACHINERY.      ^ 
; ....    No.  95,  Rua  do  Ouvidor, 


TyjLLEY  &  MILLER, . 
IMPORTERS  &  COMMISSION 
-MERCHANTS. 

Santos  and  S.\o  Paui-o.    •■ 


'pHIi      •  ALDINA  "    BOOK 

AND  JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE. 

,    ■: .      No;  81,  Rita  Sete  da  Scterobro.    ■ 

All  kinds  of  Book,  Newspaper  and  Joh  Printing  carefully 
and  liistefully  executed,  and  ul  the  lowtst  prices. 

Sfiltitll facilitii-s  far  English  Muting. 

The  office  is  fully  equipped  with  new  presses  and  type  »f 
American  manufacture  and  is  in  constant  receipt  f  the  new- 
est and  lest  material  and  styles  of  work. 

"The  Rio  News"  and  the  «' Impend  F.>vrn gelled "  are 
printed  at  this  office. 
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T.  DWINAL,    .    : 

54  Run  (la  Quittmdfl, 
Agn:tfor  the 
'WMESXIC"  and'.  .-,    ■_ 

GVtOVEtt  &  (BMEtt 

N.  B.— Every  article  pertaining  to  Sewing  Machines  a: 
leir  use  constantly  on  hand. 


T  T  NITED  STATES  AND 
BRAZIL  S,  S.  LINE. 


Carrying  tlie  United  Slates  and  Brazilian  Mails, 
Performs  a  regular  monthly  service  between  New  York  anct 

Rio  dc  Janeiro,  stopping  at  the  inicnuediiue  ports  of  St. 

Thomas,  Pani,  Peinambuco  and  Hahb.    The  steamers  of  this 

line,  3,300  tons  meosiireincn  t  each,  are  new  and  first-class  in 

every  particular. 
Steamers  will  arrive  and  clear  at  this  port  as  follows! 

Steamer  Commander  Arrive      Depart 


City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro       Capt.  Weir 

City  of  Pari  Capt.  Carpenter 

City  of  R»de  Janeiro      Capt.  Weir       •     MtrysB 

City  of  Pcmambnco  Capt  JntieiS      Jtily  * 

-Farebetwecn  New  York  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  lit  cliua  fe;;- 
.     General  and  Passage  office, 

Wl/SOX'S  SO.VS  &•  a'..  Limited, 

'.    '  Xt.  1  Fi  a«  Jas  Mflllohas. 
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